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GEOGR  APH  Y-'/p 

'  M  -  — •.    !ft.ti,|  r/irj  ;}i;il  //•      ,<^) 

CHAPTER  L  'j  •»'ineii/.  'td  r  .A 

Quesfton.  What  is  Geogbaphy?.   *;jiu:i   j-  ,-n(.i»n(f 

Answer.  A  description  of  the  earth,   l^r  ,}  {^^f?  //-  j^> 
,  Q.  What  is  the  earth  ? 

A.  The  world,  or  rather,  the  globe,  on  w|iich  we  Utc 

Q.  Of  what  shape  is  the  earth  ? 
V  i  A.  Nearly  round,  like  an  orangQ^%  dmftUv^H  A  .A       ' 

Q.  How  large  is  the  earth  ?        ':■'  ■^--^-^'''^^'r^^  -\  r-^^*r.'rt 

A.  It  is  more  than  twenty-four  thcmsand  milef  round, 
and  eight  thousand  through  t.    ^aij  ii  4 mni^im  i»A  >A 
f.  Q.  How  for  is  it  from  the  sun?.,,, i3,,o)  ii  oi  iihmim^ 
.A.  Ninety-live  millions  of  miles,     ^^^o  ']t>  ^nm^M'4^^' 
.Q.  Poes  the  earth  move  ?  ,i      h  Lt,  tlm<) 

A.  Yes ;  it  has  two  motions:  th«L  -rne  round  the  bui^ 
which  it  performs  yearly ;  and  ihe  otiicr  round  its  own 
axis,  which  it  performs  daily.  ..-iuu/i^  i.  ,a% 

Q.  What  are  these  motions  called  ? 

A.  The  first  is  called  its  annual  motion,  and  the  laft 
its  diurnal. 

Q.  What  is  caused  by  the  annual  motion  ? 

A.  The  change  and  variety  of  the  seasons. 

Q.  What  is  caused  by  the  diurnal  motion  ? 
,■    A.  The  succession  of  day  and  night,  .mi  -> t^T  fft^tii  * 

♦  Bein^  flattened  at  the  poles,    jfl  ^/yrl  h^  ^  .i  vd  ,c*s!>!j  if  isf«*^s* 
t  The  circumfereace  of  tne  earth  is  14,872  miles,  and  its  diameter 
w7^Hxoile%.  .  i 
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CHAPTER  ir. 


Of  the  Surface  of  the  Earth Land. 


Q.  Of  what  does  the  earth  consist  ? 

A.  Land  and,  water.   .  "*  r-    --     -    • 

Q.  What  are  the  great  diTieions  of  the  earth  ? 

A.  The  earth  is  divided  into  five  great  portions,  namely, 
Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  America,  and  Australia*. 

Q.  What  are  the  smaller  divisions  of  the  earth  ? 

A.  The  smaller  divisions  are  continents,  islands,  penin- 
sulas, isthmuses,  promontories,  &c. 

Q.  What  is  a  continent  ? 

A.  A  continent  is  a  large  tract  of  land,  containing  many 
nations,  as  Europe. 

Q.  Whatisanistend?'^ffi  :i>  lu^itqii'   •;b  A    .-    Hci^{ 

A.  An  island  is  a  smaller  xtB/d  of  land,  entirely  sur- 
rounded by  water,  «8  Oreftt  Britain.   '«».;?'//.»         r.. 

Q.  What  is  a  Peninsula  ?       -  ^  i^   '[«  '    "^    -^ 

A.  A  Peninsula  is  a  tract  of  land'  almost  surrounded  by 
water,  as  the  Morea  in  Greece.    • 
.     Q.  What  k an  isthmus?  >  »         • 

A.  An  isthmus  is  a  narrow  neck  of  land  which  joins  a 
peninsula  to  a  continent,  or  two  continents  together,  as 
the  isthmus  of  Corinth,  which  joins  the  Morea  to  the 
continent,  and  the  isthmus  of  Suez,  which  joins  Africa 
iO'Asia.  '"f>*»  ••»'^«  i!^.iMmhi\tii  ^-ax  <iut  li  j .-'  i 
'    'Q.  What  is  a  promontory?  •v''i»v.7  .'n;  .ui-nq  :\  firf    '/ 

A.  A  promontory  is  a  point  <>f  land  stretching  out  into 
the  sea,  the  end  of  which  is  called  a  cape,  as  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  ih  Afrioa.      **  *     •  »  -     <     ■  -  ■- 
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*  Until  very  lately,  It  was  customary  to  say,  that  the  eart!i 
was  divided  into  four  quarters  :  but  the  term  Australia  (or,  as  it 
is  sometimes  written,  Auttraiid)  has  been  adopted  by  modem 
geographers,  to  denote  New  Holland  and  the  numerous  islands  in 
the  Great  Pacific  Ocean,  which  by  some  are  classed  under  two 
names,  viz.,  Auttralasia  and  Polynesia, 
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GEOGRAPIIT.  % 

THE  PRINCIPAL  RIVERS.  '         • 

«i    „  r       ASIA.  '-     ,.  I 

1.  Enesei Siberia.  •/ *;   •; '• 

2.  Yang-tii»e-Kiang China.  '^^  .  •'> 

3.  Hoang-Ho ^.  China. 

4.  Obi Siberia. 

5.  Burrampodter Tfbet.  1    i.v  '^      > 

«.  Volga Rufwia.  ^  '  ''^'"^  •'' 

7.  Ganges Hindostan.    ^  •' '  ^^'•'••* 

8.  Euphrates Turkey.        *    ' '/   •'I/ 

9.  Indus.... .*.  Caubul.  '*    -^'^ 

APBICA^ 

10.  Nile ^,,^ Abyssinia  and  Egypt 

11.  Niger ....^.-..^...^  Nigritia.  ,^ 

12.  Senegal...^ Senegambia.    .  i/^   vAi  iti 

13.  Gambia Senegambia.     .  ;/    p    ' 

14.  Congo .^....... Congo,     ^i-?  ;     /.  ,^ 

15.  Orange  River. Namaqualand.  ,^,.  Hi,|,)n.'> 

16.  Shannon..,.. Ireland.     ^  »'  ^  ^  4» 

17.  Thames England.  ''  ^     ^    -^ 

18.  Severn England.     '^'''*'^*  '*^ 

19.  Seine France.  /  ;"  '"^ 

20.  Garonne France.         ^' '' ^'    '^^ 

21.  Ebro.... Spain.      -     '<    •  ^^ 

22.  Po Italy.  ^    ^  imS^f&a 

23.  Rhoni* France.      .' ^ "  '  'f    '^^ 

24.  Tagtib Portugal.  ^       ^  '    -^^ 

25.  Oder Prussia.     ,  *       ^  i  y»'J -i 

26.  Vistula Poland. 

27.  Elbe Germany. 

28.  Rhine Germany. 

2P.  Dwina Russia. 

30.  Dnieper Rusbia.  ,   n     ') 

3J.  Danube Germany.  ,,   '\ 

t,.,.  AMERICA.     ■-..  ;?..■■  i.''  .' .    /.^^:^    «jif^ 

32.  Sufequehana United  States.       .njcii 
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33.  St.  Lawrence C^Quda.;  r 

34.  Oronnko Columbia. 

35.  La  Plata La  Plata  and  Brazil. 

36.  Amazon Brazil. 

37.  MitMiaeippiand  Mibsouri.  United  Statet. 
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Q.  Of  what  does  the  water  cons^t  ?    • 

A.  The  water  copt|»t8  of  oceans,  seas,  gi^,  ktraits, 
rivers,  and  ]ake«.      rM    >..an.  .  = 

Q.  What  is  the  ocean ?     ,.,i;  .i,i,,„  : 

A.  The  ocean  is  a  vast  collection  of  water  which 
encompasses  the  earth,  and  is  subdivided  into  the  Pacific, 
Atlantic,  Indian,  Southern,  and  Northern  Oceans. 

Q.  What  is  a  sea  ? 

A.  A  sea  is  a  smaller  coHectton  of  water  than  an  ocean, 
as  the  Mediterranean,  the  Baltic,  the  Black  sea,  kc, 

Q.  What  is  a  fpilf  ? 

A.  A  gulf  or  bay  is  a  part  of  the  sea  running  a  consid^ 
erable  way  inland,  as  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  Gulf  of 
Guinea,  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  &c. 
^    Q.  What  is  meant  by  a  strait ?  ,,,,,.,.•'•:»     :\r 

,  A.  A  strait  is  a  narrow  part  of  the  sea,  joining  one  sea 
to  another,  as  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar,  and  the  Strait  of 
Dover. 

Q.  Whatisarlver? 

A.  A  river  is  a  stream  of  water  rising  in  the  land  and 
flowing  into  the  sea,  as  the  Thames. 

Q.  What  is  a  lake? 

A.  A  lake  is  a  large  body  of  water,  surrounded  by  land, 
as  the  lake  of  Geneva,  &c. 
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OF  EUROPE,  ' 

.    Q.  How  is  Europe  bounded  ? 

A.  Europe  has  £he  Frozen  Ocean  to  the  north,  Asia  to 
the  East,  the  Mediterranean  Sea  to  the  South,  and  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  west. 
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Q.   What  is  the  mIzc  of  Europe?   /<   n  t    ■  ,<'      .  ,  i,.  ,'  ,. 

A.  Europe  contains  five  inillionti  of  Mfuare  inilea,  bHing 
the  smulletit  of  the  ^reat  diviMioni»  of  tlie  earth.   ,  .t  ..f    .  j 

Q.  For  what  ist  Europe  celebrated? 

A.  Europe  Im  celebrated  for  the  learning,  poUteneHfi, 
activity,  and  intell licence  of  its  inhabitants,  an  well  as  for 
the  fertility  of  its  soil,  and  the  temperature  of  its  climate. 

Q.   What  are  the  principal  nations  of  Europe  ? 

A.  Europe  comprehends  the  following  independent 
countries,  viz.  Sweden,  Russia,  Denmark,  Prussia, 
Germany,  Hanover,  Saxony,  Wirteraburg,  Bavaria, 
Austria,  Turkey,  France,  Holland,  Switzerland,  Parma, 
Belgium,  Naples,  Rome,  Sardinia,  Tuscany,  Greece, 
Spain,  Modeua,  Portugal,  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
the  republic  of  the  Seven  Islands. 
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Of  Siveden,  Norway ,  and  Lapland, 
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Q.  How  is  Sweden  bounded? 

A.  Sweden  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Baltic,  on 
the  east  by  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  on  the  west  by  Norway, 
and  on  the  north  by  the  Frozen  Ocean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  country  is  Sweden  with  respect  to 
size  and  climate. 

A.  Sweden  is  a  very  large  country,  excessively  cold  in 
winter,  having  many  of  its  mountains  always  covered  with 
snow  :  but  the  air  is  pure  and  wholesome. 

Q.  How  long  does  the  winter  continue  in  Sweden  ? 

A.  Seven  or  eight  months,  and  in  some  parts  nine ;  but 
the  summer  comes  on  so  suddenly  that  the  valleys  are 
green  in  a  few  days.  <"       >..  si-i! 

Q.  Y/hat  kind  of  soil  has  Sweden  ?  i> 

A.  The  soil  of  Sweden,  in  general,  is  rather  barren  t>.iiu 
fertile,  the  country  being  full  of  mountains,  rocks,  woods, 
and  lakes. 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  commodities  of  Sweden  ? 

A.  It  has  many  mines  of  silver,  copper,  lead,  and 
Jrofi ;  also  vast  quantities  (»f  pitch,  tar,  mast;*,  deals,  hides, 
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buck-skins,  fur,  tallow,  and  honey,   which  the   Swedes 
export  to  foreign  countries. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Swedes? 

A.  The  Swedes  are  of  a  robust  coutititution,  and  able 
to  sustain  the  hardest  labour.  ^         «•* 

'i'  Q.  What  are  the  manners  of  the  Swedes?   li     -rri  •  • 

A.  Thiey  are  polished  and  warlike,  brave,  active,  friendly 
to  science,  and  luxurious.  i    >*  '^i  nu  c^u  jm;  w    .p 

Q.  What  is  the  religion  of  Sweden ?  <<?•>    r^m^jm^t    .A 
t  A.  The  Lutheran.  ,    r    .      »;  ijr  •> 

'  Q.  What  is  the  capital  of  Sweden ?.   *  1 1  ".i       .^hv  .  i  ^ » 
t  A.  Stockholm.  "  .^1    .•      y  A 

t  Q.  How  far  is  Stockholm  from  liondon  ?  ;j  H 

^  A.  Stockholm  is  distant  from  London  895  miles,      s  <?  ', 

Q.  How  many  inhabitants  does  Sweden  contain?  r 

A.    Sweden  with  Norway  contains  four  millions  of 
inhabitants. 

Q.  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  Norway  and  Swe- 
den ?         "  .,:^-  ;  ;  i.u...,..,     ..-.,'.*-       ..,•;,.,.,  ...-V 

A.    Scandinavia.       Lapland    was    unknown    to    the 
ancients. 

';■  Q.  What  is  Norway?   /  v,#i-^jK'"Y  >jpt  *^4-a*.iiJv;,/...^f  ^t,,  't..... 
i  A.  Norway  is  a  very  mountainous  and  extensive  coun- 
try, in  the  North  of  Europe,  but  with  a  small  population, 
not  exc<«eding  one  million.  ,.    ^  ,t.^*H,  .^j^v     ; 

,  Q.  To  whom  does  Norway  belong? 
A.  Norway  formerly  belonged  to  Denmark,  but  it  is 
now  subiect  to  Sweden. 
,  Q.   What  are  the  chief  towns  of  Norway  ? 
•  A.  Chribtiania  and  Bergen,  the  f(»ri)[)er  containing  lp,QOO 
inhabitants,  and  the  latter  19,000.  *       •        .?     ,    ,, 

Q.  In  what  does  the  wealth  of  Norway  consist  ? 
A.  The  chief  wealtli  of  Norway  arises  from  its  timber, 
and  iron  and  copper  mines ;  with  which  it  supplies  the 
greater  part  of  Europe.  .hi     ;  ; 

Q.   What  is  the  religion  of  Norway  ? 

A  IM.  ,.     ...IT       !       ..       .    f     X' 1!1_    .      ^U.i     _i*    C« ] :.-      1.U- 

j\..     1  ij«  rt'ngioa  oi   i>HM-\vHy,  iikc  i.iiai  »ii  o>vt'.ut;ii,  if  mc 

Lutheran,  .uid  its  lanj-uagr  ia  d  diaUct  of  the  Gothic.  ^ 
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Q.       hat  is  the  climate  of  Norway  ? 

A,  it  is  in  general,  very  damp  :  much  exposed  to  heat 
during  its  short  summer,  and  excessively  cold  in  winter ;  yet, 
for  the  most  part,  it  is  considered  a  very  healthy  country. 

Q.  What  is  the  length  of  the  longest  day  in  Norway  ? 

A.  The  longest  day  in  the  north,  is  two  months,  and 
in  the  south,  eighteen  hours  only;  the  diiference  of  the 
latitude  of  this  country  being  so  great  as  to  cause  this 
variation. 
-  Q.  "What  is  the  character  of  the  Norwegians  ? 

A.  The  Norwegians  are  a  strong,  brave,  and  friendly 
people,  but  passionate  and  revengeful. 

.;.  ,L.,:-.      Lapland.  ...y.  >if,  ,,u.a  /,  -o-;^'-'^ 

Q.  WhatisLapland?      :       ^-  ^    ■''    '^' ■   •'  '""^       -^ 
'^  A.  Lapland  is  the  most  northern  country  in  Europe, 
and  is  divided  into  Danish,  or  North  Lapland*  ;  Swedish, 
or  South  Lapland  ;  and  Russian,  or  Ea^t  Lapland.     *-'' 

Q.  To  whom  does  Lapland  belong?  ""  *'   '    '  ;  ^ 

A.  The  greatest  part  of  Lapland  belongs  to  Sweden,  and 
the  remaining  part  to  Russia.  The  precise  boundaries  of 
Lapland  are  unknown.  .^V  ' 

Q .  What  are  the  chief  towns  of  Lapland  ? 

A.  The  principal  towns  of  Lapland  are  Wardhus  in 
Danish  Lapland,  and  Kola,  in  Russian  Lapland. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  country  is  Lapland  ?  :  -•  Jt . 

A.  It  is  extremely  cold  and  barren,  and  consists  chiefly 
of  mountains,  fens,  forests,  and  lakes,  which  are  covered 
with  snow  two-thirds  of  the  year.  Its  forests  consist 
principally  of  fir,  and  its  pastures  are  full  of  rein-deer.  ^  -  * 

Q.  Describe  the  Laplanders  ?  •  .*  •         -  ,*-^«i^' 1 

A.  In  consequence  of  the  very  rigorous  climate  of  Lap- 
land, its  inhabitants  are  a  diminutive  race,  seldom  exceed- 
ing four  feet  in  height.  Their  features  are  very  course, 
and  their  complexions  swarthy.  Their  language  I^  very 
rude,  and  scarcely  articulate. 


1  1 
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*  Danish  I.apland  i^*  sometimea  callftd  Finmark.    This  part  of 
Lapland  has  been  lately  ceded  to  Sweden,  together  with  Norway. 
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Q.   What  is  the  pupulatioii  of  Lapland  ? 
A.  It  is  very  thin  and  scattered,  and  tlni  whole  does  nut 
exceed  dO,000. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Of  Russia  (in  Europe.) 

Q.  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  Russia  ? 

A.  Russia  was  anciently  divided  into  two  great  parts ; 
namely,  Sarmatia  and  Scythia ;  the  former  situated  to  the 
west,  and  the  latter  to  the  eaist.  It  has  also  been  named 
Muscovy,  from  Moscow^  its  ancient  capital. 

Q.  How  is  the  Russian  empire  divided  ? 

A.  The  Russian  empire  is  divided  into  Russia  Proper, 
Lapland,  Finland,  Poland,  and  Asiatic  Russia. 

Q.  What  is  Finland  ? 

A.  Finland*,  formerly  a  province  of  Sweden,  was 
invaded  by  the  Russians  in  the  year  1808,  and  ceded  to 
their  empire  in  1 809,  together  with  the  adjacent  islands 
and  part  of  Lapland.     Its  chief  town  is  Aho,    . 

Q.   What  is  Russian  Lapland  ? 

A.  Russian  Lapland  f  is  the  eastern  part,  situated  north 
of  Finland,  and  is  included  in  the  government  of  Arch- 
angel ;  but  the  inhabitants  trade  chieiiy  with  the  Swedes 
a^id  Norwegians. 

Q.  What  is  Russia  Proper  ? 

A.  Russia  Proper,  situated  in  Europe,  is  bounded  E. 
by  Siberia,  S.  by  the  Black  Sea,  W.  by  Finland  and 
Poland,  and  N.  by  the  Frozen  Ocean.  This  division  is  by 
tar  the  most  populous. 

Q.  What  is  Polish  Russia,  or  Poland? 

A.  Before  the  decision  of  the  congress  of  Vienna,  in 
1814,  this  country  had  longlo&t  its  independence,  and  wa;^ 
divided  between  Russia,   Austria,   Prussia,   and  France, 


♦  Finland  was  part  of  the  ancient    Scandinavia,    then   called 
V'iiniiiigia,  the  neoi)le  Finni. —  Tacitus. 
t  Now  including  part  of  Swedish  Lapland. 
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but  at  the  overthrow  of  Buonaparte,  that  portion  wh'uh 
belonged  to  Russia  *  was  again  erected  into  a  kingdom, 
under  the  protection  of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  who  is 
styled  its  king. 

Q.  Is  not  the  Russian  empire  of  great  extent  ? 

A.  Yes ;  it  is  by  far  the  largest  country  in  the  world, 
comprehending  all  the  northern  parts  of  Asia,  and  the 
east  of  Europe. 

Q,  What  kind  of  climate  has  Russia  ? 

A.  As  the  extent  of  Russia  is  very  great,  there  is  a  great 
variety  of  climate ;  in  some  parts  the  winter  is  very  severe, 
and  in  others  very  mild. 

Q.  What  is  the  appearance  of  the  country  ? 

A.  The  general  face  of  the  country  is  marshy,  full  of 
extensive  plains,  forests,  lakes,  and  rivers.  The  northern 
provinces  for  the  most  part  are  barren,  and  but  little  culti- 
vated ;  but  the  middle  and  southern  provinces  are  very 
fertile,  and  yield  plenty  of  corn. 

Q.  What  is  the  produce  of  Russia  ? 

A.  Russia  produces  large  quantities  of  cotton  and  silk, 
skins,  furs,  leather,  tallow,  hemp,  honey,  and  wax. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  Russians  ? 

A.  The  Russians  are,  in  general,  robust,  well-shaped; 
and  of  a  fair  complexion.     They  were  formerly  ignorant 
and  savage,  but  they  are  now  making  very  great  progress 
in  every  elegant  improvement  and  refinement. 

Q.  What  is  the  metropolis  of  Russia  ? 

A.  St.  Petersburgh,  built  by  Peter  the  Great. 

Q.  How  far  is  St.  Petersburgh  from  London  ? 

A.  One  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  miles. 

Q.  What  is  the  population  of  Russia  ? 

A.  Thirty-six  millions  in  Europe  and  five  in  Asia. 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  rivers  of  Russia  ? 

A.  The  principal  rivers  of  Russia  are  the  Volga,  the 
Don,  the  Dnieper,  the  Neister,  and  the  Dwina.  The 
Volga  is  three  thousand  miles  in  length. 
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CHAPTEK   VI. 

Of  Poland. 
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Q.  How  is  Poland  bounded  ? 

A.  Poland  is  bounded  N.  and  E.  by  Russia,  W.  by 
Prussia  and  Genmany,  and  S.  by  Turkey  and  Hungary. 

Q.  "What  is  the  face  of  the  country  ? 

A.  Poland  in  general  is  level,  and  well  watered  with 
lakes  and  rivers  ;  and  abounds  with  rich  pastures. 

Q.  What  kind  of  climate  has  Poland  ? 

A.  The  climate  of  Poland  is  in  general  temperatie  and 
healthy;  and  being  situated  nearly  in  the  middle  of  a 
large  continent,  the  weather  is  less  changeable  than  in 
those  countries  which  border  on  the  ocean. 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  products  of  Poland  ? 

A.  They  are  leather,  hemp,  flax,  honey,  and  wax ; 
besides  large  mines  »of  salt. 

Q.  What  ai'e  the  chief  cities  of  Poland  ?        :  '         ■  • 

A.  The  chief  cities  of  Poland  are  Cracow,  its  former 
capital,  and  Warsaw,  its  present.  '  ' 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Poles  ?         '  '  ' 

A.  They  are  in  general  handsome,  taU,  and  well  made, 
robust,  hardy,  and  brave ;  but  must  be  censured  as  being 
meanly  submissive  to  their  superiors,  arrogant  t6  their 
equals,  and  tyrannical  to  their  inferiors.  ' 

Q.  What  is  the  population  of  Poland,  and  what  its 
prevailing  religion  ? 

A.  The  population  of  Poland  is  supposed  to  be  about 
thiii;een  millions  and  a  half,  and  its  prevailing  religion  the 
Roman  Catholic 

Q.  What  is  the  principal  river  in  Poland  ?     '  *' 

A.  The  Vistula.  '    -^         -  '     ' 
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CHAPTER   Vir. 

Of  Denmark. 

Q.   What  kind  of  country  is  Denmark  ? 

A.   Denmark  is  a  yery  small  <;ountry,  in  general  flat, 
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and  the  soil  very  fruitful,  pr(Mlu<nn«^  plrrity  of  corn  and 
vegetables.     The  climate  is  cold  and  severe. 

Q.  What  compose  the  Dani:!)h  dominions  ? 

A.  The  Danish  dominions  consist  of  a  peninsula,  con- 
tiiining  Jutland,  Sleswick,  and  Holstein,  and  of  the  islands 
of  Zealand,  Funen,  Laland,  Falster ;  and  Iceland  and 
Faro,  with  others  of  less  note, 

Q.  "What  is  the  character  of  the  Danes  ? 

A.  They  are  a  brave  and  warlike  people,  very  frugal 
and  industrious. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Denmark  ? 

A.   Copenhagen,  in  the  island  of  Zealand. 

Q.  How  far  is  Copenhagen  from  London  ? 

A.  Five  hundred  and  ninety-five  miles. 

Q.  What  is  the  population  of  Denmark  ? 

A.  Two  millions. 

Q.  What  are  the  government  and  religion  of  Denmark  ? 

A.  The  government  is  an  absolute  monarchy,  and  the 
religion  Lutheran. 

Q.  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  Denmark,  or  rather 
Denmark  Proper  ?  , 

A.  Cimbrica*.  The  people  were  called  Cimbri,  by  the 
Romans  ;  and  Cimmeri  by  the  Greeks. 

Q.  What  is  Denmark  Proper  ? 

A.  North  and  South  Jutland  f ,  down  as  far  as  Holstein  J. 
South  Jutland  id  usually  called  Sleswick.* 


*  It  was  usually  called  by  the  Greeks  Cimhrica  Ckersonesus  or 
the  Peninsula  of  Cimbrica. 

t  This  country  received  the  name  of  Jutland  from  a  people  called 
the  Jut(?s,  who  once  inhabited  part  of  this  country.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  Cimbrica,  or  the  Danish  nation,  in  its  early  periods, 
consisted  of  distinct  tribes,  or  independent  bodies  of  adventurers, 
without  laws,  or  any  regular  form  of  government.  Tlie  Cimbri 
and  Teutones  are  amon^  tlie  first  people  of  Europe  mentioned  in 
history  ;  the  latter  principally  resided  in  the  islands  of  Zealand  and 
Funen. 

X  Holstein  is  considered  a^  a  part  of  the  present  and  ancient 
<iermany. 
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Q.  Whence  is  the  origin  of  the  Cimhtif 

A.  History  does  not  particularly  inform  us;  but  it  is 
generally  conceived  they  were  a  colony  of  Scythians  from 
the  country  between  the  Caspian  ard  Euxine  seas. 

Q.  When  were  the  inhabitants  of  Cimbrica  first  called 
Danes? 

A.  In  the  seventh  century,  and  they  were  so  called  from 
the  Danif  a  distinguished  people  from  Norway,  who  con- 
quered Cimbrica  at  the  period  above  mentioned. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 
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Of  Prussia. 


.i^"'<  '..1. ..  ''^f.'^  ' 


Q.  What  kind  of  country  is  Prussia  ? 

A.  Prussia  is  a  very  rich  and  fertile  eountry,  producing 
a  great  deal  of  flax,  hemp,  and  corn.    .  luL;  aj;  »;  i  v;    .  ? 
,  Q.  What  constitutes  the  kingdom  of  Prussia  ? 

A.  The  Prussian  dominions  are  situated  in  three 
different  countries:  namely,  in  Germany,  Prussia,  and 
Poland.  Some  of  the  provinces  of  Germany,  situated  on 
the  Rhine,  are  considerably  detached. 

Q.  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  Prussia  ? 

A.  The  ancient  state  of  Prussia  is  involved  in  obscurity. 
Its  original  inhabitants  appear  to  have  been  a  bold  and 
warlike  people,  descended  from  the  Sclavonians.  Prussia 
Proper,  or  Ducal  Prussia,  was  formerly  subject  to  the 
Teutonic  knights,  who  conquered  it  in  the  13th  century. 
It  was  raised  to  a  dukedom  in  1525,  and  into  a  kingdom 
in  the  year  1701. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  tiie  inhabitants? 

A.  They  are  of  a  strong  constitution,  laborious  and 
brave. 

Q.  Which  is  the  chief  city  of  Prussia  ? 

A.  Berlin  is  its  capital. 

Q.  How  far  is  Berlin  from  London?  ; 
'  A.  Five  hundred  and  ninety  miles. 

Q.  What  is  the  population  of  Prussia?  v  -  ^  ^ 

A.  Prussia  contains  thirteen  millions  of  Inhabitantt 
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Q.  What  is  the  prevailing  religion  of  Prussia  ? 

A.  It  is  tlie  protectant,  which  is  divided  into  Lutheran 
and  Calvinistic ;  but  the  former  has  the  ascendancy ;  all 
other  persuasions  are  tolerated.  ^  ^  ^  «   jih*  ! 

Q.  What  is  the  government  of  Prussia  ?    ,  ,..  ,, 

A.  An  absolute  monarchy,  and  the  succession  hereditary. 
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CHAPTEK  IX.    '  >^        • 

Of  the  Netherlands  ;  and  of  the  Kingdom  of  Holland. 

Q.  What  is  meant  by  the  Netherlands  ? 

A.  The  Netherlands,  or  Low  Countries,  so  called  by 
Charles  Y.  of  Spain  and  Germany  from  their  low  situation, 
comprised  Holland  and  Belgium ;  the  former  is  sometimes 
called  Batavia,  and  the  latter  the  Catholic  Netherlands.* 

Q.  What  does  Holland  comprehend  ?      .     j        ; 

A.  Under  the  name  of  Holland  is  comprehended  the 
Seven  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  of  which  that 
province  is  the  principal. 

Q.  How  is  Holland  or  the  Seven  United  Provinces 
bounded  ? 

A.  Holland  is  bounded  N.  and  W.  by  the  German 
Ocean ;  S.  by  Belgium,  and  E.  by  Germany. 

Q.  Wlien  did  Holland  separate  itself  from  the  other  part 
of  the  Netherlands,  and  what  occasioned  it?  '.'    .'J 

A.  The  division  of  Holland  from  Belgium  was  occasioned 
by  the  tyranny  of  its  sovereign,  Philip  II.,  king  of  Spain, 
which  caused  an  insurrection  of  the  inhabitants  in  1609, 
when  the  Spaniards  were  compelled  to  declare  the  Hol- 
landers a  free  people. f     ,  _. 
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•  The  name  Catholic  was  applied  to  this  division  frona  its  rernafn- 
ing  subject  to  the  crown  of  Spain  after  the  revolt  of  the  other  pro- 
vinces from  their  Catholic  prince,  Philip. 

^  nriiaao  nor^nlo    wava   immarliafol v    aft ar\vnr<1 «    nc^tX\nw\0Asr(^A    hv 

all  Europe  to  be  an  independent  state,  under  the  title  of  the  Seven 
United  Provinces  ;  but  Belgium,  or  the  Catholic  Provinces,  remain- 
ed ftubjuct  to  the  Spanish  government  till  the  year  1 700,  when  they 
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Q,  What  kind  of  country  is  Holland?  "* 

I  A.  It  is  a  very  small  country,  but  more  populous  than 
any  other  in  the  world  of  mo  small  an  extent.  The  land  in 
almobt  every  where  lower  than  the  sea  which  is  kept  out  by 
means  of  dykes. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  by 
what  name  are  thoy  generally  called? 

A.  They  are  generally  culled  Dutch,  and  are  rather 
ceremonious  than  polite :  but  are  plain,  frugal,  and  indus- 
trious. 

Q.  What  is  the  occupation  of  the  Dutch  ? 
A.  Trade  and  getting  money,  for  which  their  nation  is 
proverbial.     ■  .,, .  .,»  •      •        , 

Q.  W^hat  are  the  names  of  their  chief  cities? 
A.  Amsterdam,  the  capital ;  the  Hague,  Hotterdam. 
Q.  How  far  is  Amsterdam  from  London  ?    ,    ,  , . 
A,  Two  hundred  and  six  miles.  ,       ',. 

Q.  What  is  the  population  of  Amsterdam  ?         <  ,^  ^ 
A.  Two  hundred  thousand.  it 

Q.  W^hat  is  the  population  of  the  Netherlands  ?    ,     ^ 
A.  About  two  millions  and  a  half. 
Q.  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  the  Netherlands  ? 

A.  Belgica,  which  was  one  of  the  principal  divu>lous  of 
ancient  Gaul.*     The  people  were  called  Belgae.   '   / 

'    Q.  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  Holland  ?       '    '^     ■' 

'Ik 

A.  Batavia,  so  called  from  the  Batavi,  the  principal 
people  of  this  country.  The  Batavi  were  a  branch  of  the 
Batti,  from  Qermany, 
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were  coded  to  the  house  of  Austria ;  since  which  they  have  been 
dismembered  by  the  Prussians,  Dutch,  &c. ;  conquered  by  the 
French  ;  united  with  Holland,  under  the  name  of  "  The  Kingdom 
of  the  Netherlands"  and  is  now  an  independent  Kingdom. 

♦  In  the  titne  of  Julius  Caesar,  Gaul  wad  divided  into  three  gre«fc 
UHtions;  nRmely,  the  Celta;  the  JquitantP.vA  Bflgfp.  Of  those  the 
CeUce,  or  Celts,  were  the  most  ancient  nnd  numerous.  The  word 
Gallia  is  the  Latinized  terra  of  Uault  which  was  givea  to  thia 
tountry  by  the  Romans.    *'^  ijv »  i^^iir  n     n^fru  ;  •  •  ' 
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:      .  CHAPTER  X.  .:   I       .  .;.. 

t 

Of  Belgium.  .      , 

\  V       .  .  y  *  \ 

Q.   What  kind  <  r '-^uiitry  U  B«l2fium? 

A.  The  air  of  Bel^^iurn  i  ^  tenipt^ratp,  nnd  its  soil  extr«>me^ 
]y  fertile  in  corn  und  pil^4tu^es  ;  niid  there  are  iieveral  lar|^« 
manufactories  of  lace,  iawn,  &i;.  ;  " 

Q.  How  isj  Belgium  buciiided  ?  •       i 

A.  Belj(ium  is  bounded  N.  l)y  Molland,  E.  by  Germany, 
S.  by  France,  and  W.  by  the  German  Ocean.  This 
i'ountry  is  very  populous. 

Q.  Why  werci  the  Cath.dic  Netherlands  sometimes 
called  Belgium,  and  at  other  times  Flanders? 

A.  They  received  the  name  of  Belgium  from  the  Romans , 
in  the  time  of  Julius  Cie^ar,  and  that  of  Flanders  from  iu 
principal  division,  which  is  so  named. 

Q.  By  what  name  are  the  inhabitar^ts  of  Belgium 
generally  known,  and  for  what  are  they  celebrated  ? 

A.  The  inhabitants  of  Belgium  are  c^Uled  Belgians,  but 
went  by  the  name  of  B'leminds,  from  Fland*  rs.  They  are 
celebrated  for  their  invention  of  the  art  of  st  aining  glass ; 
also  for  making  cambrics,  laces,  &c.  and  have  had  the 
htmour  of  forming  a  school  for  painting,  to  \  ie  with  that 
of  Italy.  _,  J      . 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  cities  of  Belgium? 

A.  They  are  Brussels,  Antwerp,  and  Ghent;  but  the 
principal  of  them  is  Brussels.  The  population  oi  Brussels  in 
about  80,000;   Ghent  60,000;  and  Antwerp  50,000,^ '.; 

Q.   What  is  the  population  of  Belgium  ? 

A.   Nearly  four  millions.  •     <  '  r 
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CHAPTER  XI.  . 


i. 


Of  Germany. 


'I**?  I 


Q,   W  FIAT  kind  of  country  is  Germany  ? 

A,   Cerrnnnv   i!*  «   verv  larffe  poi!ntr«r.  situated  in  the 


^  \r  %m  »  ■  w  « 


B  2 


•?' 


k^a  w  ^A*^  M^y V*       »«• 


If 


I 


f 


11 


I!  ! 


:if 


I ' '  ( 


1 


18 


CATECHISM    OF 
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middle  of  Europe,  and  is  remarkable  for  bein^  divide<I 
into  a  great  number  of  independent  states,  wliich  are 
politically  united  for  the  maintenance  of  the  external  and 
internal  inviolability  of  Germany,  and  form  what  is  called 
the  Germanic  Confederation. 

Q.  Are  these  independent  states  of  equal  magnitude 
and  importance. 

A.  No ;  some  are  kingdoms,  the  rest  are  grand  duchies, 
duchies,  marquisates,  principalities,  bishoprics,  or  free 
cities. 

Q.  Which  are  the  kingdoms  ?  '  vu 

A.  The  kingdoms  arc  A ustria,  Prussia,  Bavaria^  Saxony, 
Hanover,  and  Wirtemburg. 

Q.  Which  are  the  free  cities,  and  how  are  they 
governed?  .  * 

A,  The  free  cities  are  Lubeck,  Frankfort,  Bremen,  and 
Hamburgh,  which  are  sovereign  states  in  themselves, 
governed  by  their  own  magistrates. 

Q.  Wh.it  is  the  climate  of  Germany  ? 

A.  The  air  is  temperate  and  wholesome,  but  more 
inclinable  to  cold  than  heat. 

Q.  What  is  the  soil  of  Germany?  .         .     ;.i 

A.  It  is  very  rich  and  fertile  both  for  corn  and  pasture., 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Germans?  '      ' 

A.  They  are  in  general  open  and  free,  good  t^oldiers  ; 
inured  to  labour,  and  quick  in  the  sciences,  dexterous  In 
manufactures,  and  fruitful  in  inventions. 

Q.  >Vhat  is  the  population  of  Germany,  exclusive  of 
Austria  and  Prussia. 

A.  Tweniy-live  millions. 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  rivers  of  Germany  ? 

A.  The  principal  rivers  of  Germany  are  the  Danube, 
Rhine,  INIainc,  Weser,  Elbe,  and  Oder. 

Q,  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  Germany  ? 

A.  Germania,  the  limits  of  which  were  very  ditfen  nt 
i'rom  those  of  modern  Germany. 
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Bavaria^  Saxoni/y  Hanover,  Wirtemhurg,  Baden,  and 

Mecklenburg,  ,  ■• 

Q.  Describe  Bavaria  ?     ,    ,  ^  V'  a.   .     ,    '  ?  uVf  'X 

A.  The  kinj^dom  of  Bavaria  is  situated  in  the  south  af 

Germany,  bordering  on  Italy  and  Switzerland,  with  the 

kingdoms  of  Wirtemburg  on  the  west,   Saxony  on  the 

north,  and  Austria  on  the  east.  ,     -    ...  j.^.v^, 

Q.  Which  is  the  capital  of  Bavaria  ?    :*- '^  ^^-  /^^  *^  *^ 

A.  It  is  Munich,  one  of  the  most  pleasant  cities  in 
Germany,  The  houses  are  high,  and  the  streets  spacious, 
and  intersected  with  canals.  It  is  situated  on  the  Iser, 
and  contains  about  forty  thousand  inhabitants.  The 
population  of  Bavaria  is  about  four  millions.        ,  ,      .. 

Q.  Describe  Saxony?  ,  .  ^  ,.  ,^  ,  ^  a  ui-^.i  ".k 
A.  The  kingdom  of  Saxony,  so  celebrated  in  the  history 
of  Europe,  comprises  part  of  the  former  electorate  of 
Saxony,  and  of  Upper  and  Lower  Lusatia,  with  tlie 
duchies  of  Gotha  and  Weimar.  The  number  of  its  inha- 
bitants is  about  one  million  and  a  half. 

Q.  Which  are  its  chief  cities. 

A.  Dresden  and  Leipsic.  The  former,  situated  on  the 
Elbe,  is  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  and  is  noted  for  its 
handsome  appearance :  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  is 
.about  sixty  thousand.  Leipsic  is  famous  for  its  great 
fairs,  and  for  the  celebrated  battle  of  1813,  between 
Napoleon  and  the  allied  powers  of  Austria,  Russia,  Prussia, 
and  Sweden, 

Q.  How  far  is  Dresden  from  London  ?  / 

A.  Five  hundred  and  ninety  miles. 

Q.  Describe  Hanover?.       '  »        ,  .,  '    i  * 

A.  The  kingdom  of  Hanover,  situated  on  the  north  of 
Gt^rmany,  is  composed  of  the  Duchies  of  Luneburg, 
Bivmen,  Verden,  and  Saxe  Lauenburg,  wiih  the  countries 
of  Cale!iburg,  Grubenhagen,  &c.  Its  capital  is  Hanover, 
nuiiaiuing  about  fifteen  thoUoand  inhabitants^,  assd  U 
jjoted    fur    llie    lurial-pluoc    of    Zimmerman,    {\nd    for 
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havin*^  given  birth  to  Dr.  Herschel.     Hanover  containi 
about  two  millions  of  inhabitants. 

Q.  Describe  Wirtemburg. 

A.  The  kingdom  of  Wirtemburg,  situated  in  the  south 
of  Germany,  is  the  smallest  of  the  recent  German  king- 
doms, but  one  of  the  most  fertile.  Its  population  is  about 
two  millions.  The  capital  is  Stuttgard,  containing  about 
twenty  thousand  inhabitants.      .  . 

Q.  What  is  Baden  ? 

A.  The  '^rand  duchy  of  Baden  is  one  of  tlip  smallest  of 
tlie  minor  states  of  Germany.  It  is  situated  between  the 
Rhine  and  the  Hingdom  of  Wirtemburg  :  it  is  very  fertile 
in  wine,  corn,  and  fruit,  and  has  a  superfluity  of  fish  and 
wood.  The  capital  is  Carlsruhe. 
•     Q.  What  is  Mecklenburg  ? 

>  A.  Mecklenburg  is  a  small  principality  in  the  north  of 
Oefmany,  whose  house  has  been  frequently  divided.*  At 
present  there  are  two  lines,  Schwerin  and  Strelitz. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


'^    ^^  -       i  Of  Rufssia, 

Q.  What  countries  compose  the  Austrian  empire? 

A.  The  empire  of  Austria  comprehends  Austria,  Bohe- 
mia, Hungary,  and  part  of  Polandf,  Moravia,  Tran*syl- 
vania,  Sclavonin,  Croatia,  the  Tyrol,  part  of  Dalmatia,  and 
Lombardy,  including  the  territories  of  Milan,  Mantua,  and 
Venice, 


r 


*  The  princes  of  Mocklenburg  are  descended  from  the  ancient 
Vandals  who  inhabited  this  country. 

t  By  the  partition  of  Poland  in  1793,  Austria  acqnired  about  one  • 
sixth  of  that  country,  and  above  4,000,000  of  its  inhabitants.  In  the 
late  wars  with  France,  she  lost  Belgium  or  Flanders ;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  acquired  the  Venetian  territories  :  so  that  she  in  still  a 
very  powerful  empire,  having  a  population  of  about  2S,000,000  of 
inhabitants. 
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Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  Austrians  ? 

A.  They  are  sensible,  polite,  well  versed  in  the  arts  and 
sciences,  and  warlike.  5 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Hungarians  ?  ;  r 

A.  They  are  well  made,  brave,  hardy,  and  military; 
but  haughty,  proud,  and  vindictive.  ^  ,    ■,  ; 

Q.  What  is  the  appearance  of  the  country  ?  ,    ; , 

A.  It  is  mostly  mountainous,  and  in  many  parts  covered 
with  vast  forests.  The  soil  would  have  been  productive, 
had  not  the  ravages  of  war  prevented  its  proper  cultivation. 

Q.  What  is  the  capital  of  Austria  ? 

A.  Vienna. 

Q.  How  far  is  Vienna  from  London  ? 

A.  Seven  hundred  and  thirty  miles. 

Q.  How  many  inhabitants  are  there  in  the  Austrian 
dominions? 

A.  Thirty-three  millions.* 


']. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

-  •  »  S  I 

t        ,  .  '       -       '    '  I     .  .  ■ 

.;  ',     .   .  .    ;  Of  Turkey,  ^  ,      >  , 

Q.  What  kind  of  country  is  Turkey?  • 

A.  Turkey  is  a  veyy  large  empire,  having  a  part  in 
Europe,  and  a  part  in  A.sia. 

Q.  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  Turkey  in  Europe  ? 

A,  The  greater  part  \^'as  anciently  called  Grcecia,  or 
Greece,  which  included  Macedonia,  Thracia,  Thessalia, 
Peloponnesus,  &c. 

Q.  What  is  the  origin  of  the  Turks? 

A.  The  Turks  derive  their  origin  from  the  Avares,  a 
tribe  of  the  Huns  who  dwelt  in.  Great  Tartary,  till  fon^ed 
by  the  Huns  of  the   south   toi  abandon  their  country, 
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o  .„  ....  .„,  leabe  of  popuiation  since  the  census  of  Austria, 

and  that  of  the  newly  acquired  territories;,  the  inhabitauta  ot  this 
ei»-)irc  are  rated  as  above.  , 
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when  a  considerable    colony   seized    upon    Turkey,  and 
founded  this  empire. 

Q.  What  is  the  climate  of  Turkey  ? 

A.  It  is,  in  general,  wholesome  and  pleasant,  but  the 
inhabitants  are  frequently  visited  with  the  plague,  which 
is  partly  attributed  to  their  indolence  and  to  their  want  of 
cleanliness. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Turks  ? 

A.  They  are  a  strong,  well-made  people,  but  dislike 
labour,  and  derive  no  advantage  from  the  tine  soil  they 
inhabit.  They  are  ignorant  ;  but  frugal,  temperate,  and 
charitable.  They  have,  however,  greatly  improved  under 
their  present  Sultan. 

Q.  What  is  the  capital  of  the  Turkish  empire  ? 
'    A.  ronstantinople. 

Q    How  far  is  Constantinople  fnirn  London? 

A  .   One  thousand  five  hundred  miles. 

t^.  What  is  the  population  of  Turkey  ? 

A.  Turkey  in  Europe  has  nine  millions  of  inhabitants  ? 

Q.  What  are  th";  principal  mountains  of  Turkey  in 
Europe  ? 

A.  The  principal  mountains  in  European  Turkey  are 
the  Balkan,  and  mounts  Athos,  Pindus,  Olympus,  and 
Parnassus. 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  rivers  ? 

A.  The  Danube,  the  Save,  and  the  Pruth. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Of  Greece. 

'i    Q.  What  kind  of  country  is  Greece  ? 

h    A.  Greece  Proper  wa-i  a  very   inconsiderable  spot  in 

Europe^  yet  more  formiddbk  than  all  others  in  war,  and 

more  celebrated  in  the;    arts  of  peace.     The  inhabitants 

called   it  Hellas^  and   themselves  Hellenes  ;  the  Romans 
♦U-..^  /^ „^ 

What  was  the  fate  of  their  country  ? 

Upon  the  subjugation  of  their  country  by  the  Turks, 
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they  remained  in  a  state  of  vassalage  under  their  barharous 
conquerors.  ;  ;  .♦ 

Q.  What  is  its  present  state  ? 

A.  After  a  war  characterized  by  unusual  ferocity,  they 
have  secured  their  independence. 

Q.  What  18  the  capital  of  the  new  kingrdom  of  Greece  ? 

A.  Athens*. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Of  France. 


u.. 


Q.  What  kind  of  country  is  France  ? 

A.  France  is  a  very  large  and  populous  country,  con- 
taining seven  hundred  and  eighty  cities,  and  forty-one 
thousand  towns  and  villages. 

Q.  What  are  its  soil,  its  climate,  and  its  produce  ? 

A.  The  air  is  pure  and  wholesome  ;  and  the  soil,  which 
is  agreeably  diversified,  produces  all  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and,  among  its  luxuries,  some  of  the  most  excellent  wines. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  French  ? 

A.  The  French  are  a  polished  people,  gallant  and 
courageous,  but  light,  inconstant,  and  excessively  vain. 

Q.  Of  what  are  they  particularly  fond  ? 

A.  Of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  of  games,  exhibitions, 
and  dancing. 

Q.  What  is  the  capital  of  France  ? 

A.  Paris,  on  the  river  Seine. 

Q.  How  far  is  Paris  from  London  ? 

A.  Two  hundred  and  ten  miles.  '   i 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  cities  of  France  ? 

A.  Rouen,  Tours,  Lyons,  Nismes,  Montpelier,  and 
Toulouse. 

Q.  What  are  its  chief  sea-ports  ? 


•  The  celebrated  Lord  Byron,  who  had  warmly  espoused  the 
«sti8e  of  the  Greeks,  died  at  Missolonghi,  in  Western  Greece,  on 
e  Turks,   ■  the  19th  of  April,  1824,  aged  36  years. 
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A.  Havre,  Bre^it,  Nantes,  Bordeaux,  Bayonne,  Mar- 
seilles^ and  Toulon.  .:   '      V  p   . 

Q.  "What  is  the  population  of  France  ?     I    '  :,.,■   .'    .j 
"A.  Nearly  thirty-three  millions.       i      .     '  v  s  ;  A  ./ 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  rivers  ? 

A.  The  Seine,  the  Loire,  the  Garonne,  or  Girondc,  and 
tlie  Rhone.  

Q.  What  is  the  religion  of  France  ? 

A.  The  Religion  esUhlished  by  law  is  the  Roman 
Catholic,  but  all  others  are  tolerated. 

Q.  What  are  the  foreign  possessions  belonging  to 
France  ? 

A.  The  isles  of  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe  in  the  West 
Indies,  part  of  Guiana  in  South  America,  Pondichery  in 
the  East  Indies,  and  the  Isle  of  Bourbon  in  the  Indian 
Ocean.  ,  ■  -.a    -i.;-,.i)- 

Q.  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  France  ? 

A.  Gallia  or  Gaul.  The  people  were  called  Galli  by 
the  Romans  ;  Galatte  by  the  Greeks ;  and  Celtae  by  them- 
selves. It  took  its  present  name  from  the  Franks,  a  people 
f(»rmerly  inhabiting  Germany,  who  afterwards  conquered 

Gaul.  -i  I,',;;  t  .$..{!  i^     .  J 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Of  Switzerland, 

: ,  ;  "  :  I'M  )    . ;\ 

Q.  What  kind  of  country  is  Switzerland  ? 

A.  No  country  affords  a  greater  variety  of  surfaces : 
sublime  mountains,  frightful  precipices,  regions  of  snow 
that  never  melt,  glaciers  that  resemble  seas  of  ice,  fertile 
valleys,  cottages,  and  hanging  vines,  diversify  the  scene, 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  climate  ?  ..... 

A.  It  is  wholesome  and  agreeable  ;  but  the  winter  frosts 
are  extremely  severe,  and  many  of  the  mountains  arc 
always  covered  with  snow.      -,,  <. 

Q.  For  what  are.  the  Swiss  remarkable  ? 
'  A.  For  their  simplicity  of  manners,  purity  of  morale, 
and  strong  attachment  to  their  native  country.        ,    ,  ,„. 
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Q.  For  what  are  tbe  men  particularly  distingulsthed  ? 
A.  For  their  strength,  courage,  and  sobviiety. 


.,%,. 


Q.  In  what  do  the  women  excel?  f'^^^*  r .  •*V^^ 

A.  The  women  excel  in  modesty,  and  in  the  maternal 

and  domestic  duties.  .r>JV,i:i6.: 

Q,  What  are  the  chief  towns  of  Switzerland  ?     H   .V> 
A.  Berne,  its  capital ;  Geneva,  Lucerne,  and  Lausanne. 
Q.  How  far  is  Berne  from  London  ?      /i.  ;.,.  r.   .a.  .,> 
A.  Four  hundred  and  foiiy-five miles.  :.Vf    /. 

Q.  What  is  the  population  of  Switzerland  ?      ?  -'    .i> 
A.  About  two  millions.  ;  i' m   -^ 

Q.  What  mountains  are  in  Switzerland  ?•         .   ■  •  i '  v  1 1 
A.  The  Alps,  and  the  Jura.  "     9 

Q.  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  Switzerland  ? 
A.  Helvetia.     The  people  were  called  Hehetii,  and 

were  famed  for  their  bravery. 

•  iJ    ;^va<»/H.-.:.     ',j;.;    ,'        — — —     ^..   ^    .;,t:..    ;,' 
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CHAPTER  XVn. 

Of  Italy. 


■I  ••'•W 


.   ,     .  -  ,.r,  r 
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Q.  What  kind  of  country  is  Italy  ? 

A.  It  is  the  most  celebrated  country  in  Europe,  having 
been  formerly  the  seat  of  the  Roman  Empire,  and  being 
still  the  residence  of  the  Pope.  It  is  so  fine  and  fruitful  a 
country,  that  it  is  often  called  the  Garden  of  Europe. 

Q.  Describe  its  climate,  soil,  and  productions  ? 

A.  The  air  is,  in  general,  temperate  and  wholesome ; 
and  the  soil  very  fertile,  producing  a  great  variety  of  wines, 
and  the  best  oil  in  Europe :  alsp  wheat,  rice,  oranges, 
citrons,  &c.,  and  all  sorts  of  fruits,  honey,  and  silk^  with; 
sugar  and  cotton.      /  ''•'--' Ddiisd  .^K 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Italians  ?M«r  i*  :tT  ,A 

A.  They  are  polite,   sensible,  and  fond  of  the  arts.: 
They  excel  in  sculpture,  painting,  and  music;  but  are 
reveiiireiiil  and  sninATfititiniiH.  r.-:.<  ^.' .vm  t      ^t 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  states  in  Italy  ? 

A.  The  Venetian  states,  Milan  and  Mantua,  belonging  ; 
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to  Austria.  The  kingdom  of  Sardinia,  capital  Turin. 
The  Grand  Duchy  of  Tuscany,  capital  Florence.  The 
States  of  the  Church,  or  of  the  Pope,  capital  Rome.  The 
kingdom  of  Naples.  Thf  Duchies  of  Modena,  Parma, 
Lucca,  &c.  '''  -!<••! :.:?»  •\'i''>-'-iut'-U  luti 

Q.  Which  is  the  most  celebrated  city  of  Italy  ?    ^     •  > 
.    A.  Rome.  a«  •'>i^  v,j:/'?ijvi/   :  ir.u«}rk  j-iJ  ,''■."■••. ''   .A 

Q.  How  far  is  Rome  from  London  ?       i  nn 

A.  Eight  hundred  and  sixty-three  miles. 

Q.  What  are  the  other  chief  cities  of  Italy  ? 

A.  They  are  Milan,  Venice,  Naples,  Turin,  Genoa,  and 

Florence.         • 

Q.  What  are  its  chief  mountains  ?  5;    :  .f  '  '      '' '     ' 

A.  The  Alps,  which  divide  it  from  France  and  Switzer- 
land, the  Apennines,  and  Mount  Vesuvius,  a  volcano  near 
Naples.  ./  s  iVi;  iii  \'  -.[>  •;  :i  {>*»;u(;i  'rtr/; 

Q.   What  are  its  chief  rivers?  , 

A.  They  are  the  Po,  the  Adiage,  the  Arno,  and  the 
Tiber.  ; 

Q.  What  is  the  population  of  Italy  ? ' 

A.  About  fifteen  millions. 

Q.  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  Italy? 

A.  Italia^  one  of  the  noblest  countries  in  Europe,  not 
only  in  climate,  but  in  importance. 


ft  iilnlmi  hm  ■     CHAPTER  XVIII.      '^' 


'i    i  'iu.ff    ■    I?  ,     '  (     .'I       .X. 

'  I  '  'l  ' 


,'t  ■» 


i/'^tViiK-i  i  >  ',,,_r 


',1     ■;..;  r   ,'       MSi 


Of  Portugal  ^^-^    ,,?,,;,,,! 

Q.  What  is  Portugal  ?      f  ' 

A.  Portugal  is  a  small  kingdom,  containing  about  four 
millions  of  inhabitants ;  its  chief  cities  are  the  capital  Lis- 
bon, Oporto,  &c. 

Q.  Describe  the  climate  of  Portugal.       •      '    •'"''•  ^'  " 
A.  It  is  pure  and  wholesome,  the  heat  being  moderated 
by  fre(fuent  westerly  winds. '-^"*    /:.i  .{    mi     .  i  i^*  .A 
Q.  What  kind  of  soil  has  Portugal?  •'  ^  '^^  *  ''-  »  /<**^ '' 
A.  There  are  many  barren  mountains,  but  some  parts 
are  rich  and  fertile,  producing  excellent  wines  and  fruit  of 
aU  kinds.    ......     ;s     t.  ....,---;    .      » - 
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Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Portuguese?    '^  y^ 
A.  They  are  in  general  grave,  austere,  and   •'perstitious ; 

but  sensible  and  well  informed  in  the  arts,  c^iences,  and 

tr&de. 

Q.  How  far  is  Lisbon  from  London?^  '*' ''  ^^'^^'^'     V' 
A.   One  thousand  and  ten  miles.  "  ^  •  ^  ' ''  *    •' 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  rivers  ?  '  '''^''  -'^  '*{    ^* 

A.  The  Tagus,  on  which  is  Lisbon,  and  the  PoprcK 
Q.  What  is  the  population  of  Portugal  ?   .^' ""J'-^^r»«t'.> 
A.  About  three  millions.     «     -^' ''*:*'{  >v'f    *  i<''JV/   .^ 

'    Q.  What  was  the  ancient  name  of  Portugal.   ' ' ^   • '  - 
A.  Lusitania:  the  people  were  called  Lusitiuni,  ^'''  ^'*^ 


A  hi 
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CHAPTER  XIX.  ( 

J     Of  Spain,     y 

Q.  What  kind  of  country  is  Spain  ? 
A.  Spain  is  a  large  country,  about  the  size  of  France. 
Its  population  is  about  fifteen  millions.     Madrid  is  the 

capital  city.  >r.i  tnr,  viiMiti »  t*  i;tiU  f^fU'  ,A 

Q.  What  is  the  climajte  of  Spain. 

A.  The  air  is  generally  very  hot,  which  frequently 
obliges  the  inhabitants  to  lie  down  after  dinner,  and  to  sit 
up  late  at  night. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Spaniards? 

A.  They  are  proud  and  haughty,  grave  and  politic,  and 
attached  to  their  country,  of  which  their  patriotic  struggle 
against  Buonaparte's  Ui^urpation  afforded  a  noble  specimen. 

Q.  For  what  are  the  Spaniards  celebrated  ?\ .  n?  nsoii T 

A.  For  their  sobriety  and  probity  ;  still  their  idleness 
makes  them  a  miserable  people,  though  they  live  in  one  of 
the  finest  countries  in  the  world.  *    ..   ..i...j  i^  jciw») 

Q.  What  is  the  soil  of  Spain  ? 

A.  Spain  in  general  is  very  fertile,  but  is  not  well  cul- 
tivated, through  the  pride  and  laziness  of  its  inhabitants. 
Many  parts  are  overrun  with  woods,  and  encumbered  with 
lofty  mountains. 

Q.  What  are  its  most  remarkable  cities  ?»^'>!  ' '  'n>  ?>«itvi 
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A.  Saragosaa,  Salamanca,  Toledo,  Cordova,  Grenada, 
Sevelle,  and  Badijoz.  .  ,  ,      ....,       ^. 

^    Q.  What  are  Its  chief  sea-ports  ? 

A.  Corunna,  Ferrol,  Cadiz,  Gibraltar,  and  Barcelona. 

Q.  What  are  its  chief  mountains  ? 

A.  The  Pyrennees,  Sierra  Morena,  &c.       ^  .    ,  ,    '^ 

Q.  What  are  its  chief  rivers  ?  '.,.." 

A.  The  Ebro,    the    Tagus,  the   Guadiana,    and  the 
Guadalquivir.  ,   ,  ,.^;  ^^   :  >  ;f{   /      k 

Q.  What  is  the  produce  of  Spain  ?  ,;j      , 

A.  Wines,  fruits  of  various  sorts,  wood,  honey,  cork, 
anchovies.  Sec,  ,  .,    ,    . 

Q.  How  far  is  Madrid  from  Loudon  ? 

A.  Eight  hundred  miles. 


./. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

0/  Great  Britain, 


o 


\.iiHl 


'^    Q.  What  constitutes  the  Bi  «tlsh  empire  ? 

A.  The  British  empire  consists  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  with  some  adjacent  isles  of  Europe.  This  empire 
was  formerly  divided  into  three  distinct  kingdoms ;  namely, 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland ;  but  it  is  now  united 
under  one  government.* 


'    *  The  foreign  possessions  of  England,  which  are  situate  in  every 
quarter  of  tlie  globe,  are  very  extensive. 

Those  in  Ada,  consist  of  a  vast  tenitAry  in  the  East  Indies,  con- 
taining more  than  30,000,000  of  inhabitants.  In  Afirica^  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  St.  Helena,  Sierra  Leone,  with  several  forts  on  the 
Coast  of  Guinea.  In  America,  Canada,  Labrador,  New  Brunswick, 
Nova  Scotia,  the  countries  around  Hudson's  Bay,  Newfounlaud, 
Jamaica,  with  many  other  valuable  islands  in  the  West  Indies.  In 
Europe,  the  fortress  of  Gibraltar  in  Spain,  the  Ionian  Isles,  and  the 
Island  of  Malta,  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  In  AtittraUuia,  the 
Colony  of  New  South  Wales,  in  New  Holland  called  Sydney,  with 


jome  other  possessions  of  less  note.  ^,  ^ 
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!  Q.  What  kind  of  a  country  h  Great  Bi  uuin  ? 

A.  It  U  a  large  bland,  advantageously  situated  for  con. 
merce.     The  southern  part  (or  England)  is  very  fertil** 
and  the  land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  abounding  w'n  i 
every  production  necessary  for  the  sustenance  of  man. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  inhabitants  ? 

A.  They  are  a  brave  and  polished  people ;  honest,  in- 
dustrious, and  hospitable  ;  fond  of  liberty,  and  attached  to 
their  country.  They  are  likewise  great  patrons  of  the  arts^ 
and  encouragers  of  literature. 

Q.  What  were  the  ancient  names  of  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland?  '  ' -; 

A.  Of  England,  i?n7awma  ;*  Ireland,  7/iterwia  yf  Scot- 
land, Crt/erfowia.  J     u:f»v/»  . ,  iri-l  <j«it<»:f 

Q.  How  is  England  divided  ?  iVw.J 

A.  Into  forty  counties  or  shires,  which  are  as  follow  : — 

Six  northern,  Three  south-eastern, 

Four  bordering  on  Wales,  Four  southern, 

Twelve  midland.  Three  south-western. 
Eight  eastern,     "  ..'T     ...    ,, 

Q.  Name  the  six  northern  counties,   with  their  chief 
towns.  ,     , 


Counties   ii'  •*:.  I 

Chief  Towni, 

A.  Northumberland, 

Newcastle. 

Cumberland, 

Carlisle.       5,      ;^' 

Durham, 

Durham.      '  ^'     ^' 

Yorkshire, 

York. 

Westmoreland,          / 

Appleby.    .  /  '     ' 

Lauciishire,             ' 

Lancaster.    ***    *' 

1  n  .ry^'^'K  i 

,     -  .■  1 

ii 


I  r 


V  ■* 


•  \: 


'■> 


*  So  called  by  the  Romans.  The  original  Celtic  name  was  Bret" 
ton,  signifying  a  high  mountainous  country.  Pliny  says  its  ancient 
name  was  All/ion  ;  but  that  Britannia,  a  name  of  the  same  mean- 
ing, became  the  prevalent  appellation. 

t  So  called  by  Cicmr,  Tacitus,  and  Plin^f ;  but  named  Icme  by 
Strabo. 
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Q.  AVhich  are  the  four  bordering  on  Waleti,  with  their 
chief  tow  tiH  ?  ■^''    'if.     n!.H, 

Counties,  >.  }  •» .      Chief  Towns,      i      .• 

A.  Cheshire,  rft*i.i,/t  u-il,,   Chester.    .!.'•;' 
Shropshire,        ir.»U';     Shrewsbury.  ., 

Herefordshire,  Hereford.     >    . 

MonmouthMhire,  Moiiinov^h. 

Q.  Which  are  the  twelve  midland  counties,  with  their 
principal  towns  ? 


A.  Nottinghamshire, 

f'         Derbyshire, 
Staffordshire, 

-\ui,     Leicesterbh  ire, 
Rutlandshire, 
Northamptonshire, 

~  •      Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire, 
Gloucestershire, 
Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, 
Bedfordshire, 


Nottingham. 

Derby. 

Stafford. 

Leicester. 

Okeham.      •  ^ 

Northampton. 

Warwick. 

Worcester. 

Gloucester. 

Oxford. 

Buckingham. 

Bedford. 


■  1 ' '» 


v/j 


•  '  i 


Which  are  the  eight  eastern  counties,  with  their  chief 
towns? 


A.  Lincolnshhre, 
Huntingdonshire, 
Cambridgchhire, 
Norfolk, 

,      Suffolk,        " 
Essex, 

Hertfordshire, 
M  iddlesex, 


'•.  % 


Mi 


Lincoln. 

Huntingdon. 

Cambridge. 

Norwich. 

Ijiswich. 

Chelmsford. 

Hertford. 

London. 


A  ' 


Q.  Which  are  the  three  south-eastern  counties,   with 
their  chief  towns  ?      i     > 

'''A.  Surrey,        ^  Guildford. 

-       K«»nt,       ♦  ;*  Canterbury. 

Sussex,  Chichester. 

Q.  Which  Hie  the  lour  southern  counties,   with  theii 

chief  towns  '• 


ill     i 
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Counties,  . 

"    n\'^ 

Chief  Towns,      ki' » 

A.  Berk>hins 

' 

lleiidin^.     .  ,;    .1,  ')  ; 

Wiluhirp, 

'■'  '  1 

Salisbury.    „,    i.'sj^ ; 

HampMhire, 

*    ;r-      i 

Winchewtcr.    -..,,,^t»'» 

Dorsetshire, 

•?»■ 

Dorchester.      '^^  »,f.  ? 
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Q.  Which  are  the  three  south-western  counties,  with 
tlicir  chief  towns  ?         ..  ,   1...'^  .".....  . 

A.Somersetshire,     '  Bath.  /^   '      ;  -     '^ 

Devonshire,  Exeter.  '     '*  '    '^' 

Cornwall,       .    il^^jt        Launceston.    :  t  .' .'I  . /. 

Q.  What  is  the  population  of  England  and  Wales  ? 

A.  Nearly  fourteen  millions. 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  rivers  in  England  ? 

A.  The  Thames,  the  Severn,  the  Medway,  the  Ilumber, 
the  Mersey,  and  the  Trent. 

Q.  What  are  its  chief  mountains  ?     ' 

A.  The  Peak  in  Derbyshire ;  the  Cheviot  Hills,  between 
England  and  Scotland ;  the  Cotswold,  in  Gloucestershire ; 
the  Mendlp,  in  Somersetshire. 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  ports  ? 

A.  Newcastle,  Sunderland,  HuU,  Yarmouth,  London, 
Dover  and  Deal,  Southampton,  Plymouth,  Falmouth, 
Bristol,  and  Liverpool.  ^ 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  dock-yards  T       «  '"^^    *:> 

A.  Chatham,  Portsmouth,  and  Devonport     <  <?{   •  •'' 

Q.  What  is  the  metropolis  of  England  ? 

A.  London,  one  of  the  largest  cities  in  the  world,  and 
of  the  most  extensive  commerce. 


\   \ 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

Wf  Wales.  '  .    i 

Q.  Into  how  many  counties  is  Wales  divided  ? 
A.  Into  twelve  ;  hix  northern,  and  six  southern. 
Q.  Which   are  the  six  northern   counties,   with  their 
chief  towns?  /  *  .  ,,.,      j 
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Counties.  Chief  Towns. 

A.Flintshire,         ';     •'  St.  Asaph.         ^^    '  ; 

Denbighshire,     ''/  Denbigh.    -      '' 

Carnarvonshire,       '  Carnarvon.   .   ^    ^ 

Isle  of  Anglesea,     '  ^  Beaumaris.      •     '   '  - 

Merionethshire,       I]*'  Harlech.     *      <^      -'     '? 

Montgomeryshire,  Montgomery.  .r      .  ; 

Q.  Which  are  the  six  southern  counties,   with  their 
chieftowns?  /ij^^.j.i  .  .n  L;  iv.U 

A.  Radnorshire,      <  j;    i        Radnor.      ,'  v/..?     i 
Cardiganshire,       n^,      Cardigan.    ,^  ,^  .;,<;,       > 
Pembrokeshire,  ,    FemUroke.    .f  ,.  i ., r^,^ / 

Carmarthenshire,  I ;,:<.,, Carmarthen.       ,  ({V/    /> 
.   Brecknockshire,  .^   {   ._    Brecknock.    .  _  ]^'  .^jCj'    } 
Glamorganshire,        '       Cardiff.  tr)U'.    >. 

Q.  Which  are  the  chief  mounteins  in  Wales  ?     ' 
A.  The  chief  Welsh  mountains  are  Soowdon,  Cader, 
Idris,  and  PUulimmon,      , 


'i;t.f-.  '-:  i;i  ,'rilii!'''''* 


,fMrl*,-    r  ,)i;ji-»A    CHAPTER  XXII.  .  ^.h^mnu'/l  J. 
^.{w^.:m    ^^^^^^-i^Vi)/ Scotland::'-  ^^'''^l   !«..«  •.•>v- 

Q.  How  is  Scotland  divided  ?irfi!»f  '>.])    a,  ii.  J//    .^ 
A.  Into  two  parts ;  one  north,  or  the  Highlaifds,  and 

south,    or  Lowlands.     The   whole  contains  thirty-three 

counties, 

Q.  Which  are  the  first  sii.  counties,  with  their  chief 

towns  ? 

Counties.  "       Chief  Towns. 

A.  Edinburgh,  ,  »  -    y^      Edinburgh. 
Haddington,  Dunbar. 

Roxburgh,  Jedburgh. 

Selkirk,  Selkirk. 

Peebles,  Peebles. 

Lanark,  •  Glasgow.  <  .     - 

Q,   Which  sire  the  second  six  counties,  with  their  chit'f 
towiiN  ? 
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Counties,  [..■  ■ 

A.  Dumfries, 
Wigton, 
.     *     Kircudbright, 
Ayr, 

Dumbarton,  ' 
Bute,  I       :   .'    .  Rothsay. 

Q.  What  are  the  names  of  the  third  six  counties,  witk 
their  chief  towns  ? 

A.  Caithness,  ..  r..    Wick. 


.  1 '    . ' 


!;•  i;  Chief  Towng,  ''  • 

Dumfries. 
'     '   Wigdon. 
^      Kircudbright.     '  ''   1      ; 

Ayr. 

Dumbarton. 


•  r  c  ( . 


*»»;;   ;■<.'!  ■' 


Renfrew. 


it.    I  <  i    '  •  ( < 


.  1  i     i .  '..  •.,» 


Renfrew, 

Stirling,  :.  ;    ^t  n    Stirling. 

Linlithgow,  Linlithgow. 

Argyle,  ^Inverary. 

Perth,  Perth. 
Q.  What  are  the  names  of  the  fourth  six  counties  with 
their  chief  towns  ? 


A.  Kincardine, 
Aberdeen, 
Inverness, 
Nairne, 
Gromartie, 
Fife, 


*     Bervie. 

Aberdeen. 
^    Inverness. 
,«    Nairne. 
£     Cromarty. 

St.  Andrew. 


.7 


•f'; 


I  1  .  i.        .    '   - 


Q.  What  are  the  names  of  the  remaining  nine  counties, 
I  with  their  chief  towns  ? 


.<  i 


A.  Forfar, 
Banff,  - 
Sutherland, 
Clackmannan,   ^'    (C 
Kinross,  >   U 

Ross, 
Elgin, 
Orkney, 
Berwick, 


.K'f'J  i; 


Montrose. 

Banff. 

Strathy  Dornock. 

Clackmannan.^  <^  «' 

Kinross.  •5" 

Ross. 

Elgin. 

Kirkwall. 

Lauder. 


'V  t.li  i'i  "  •    •- -i-    i 


t'        t-- 


Q.  Where  and  what  is  the  town  of  Berwick? 

A.  The  town  of  Berwick  stands  on  the  borders  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  properly  belonging  to  neither,  is  a 
I  county  of  itself,  is  very  large,  populous,  and  well-built.    , ,./ 
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Q..  AVhat  is  the  population  of  Scotland  f 

A.  About  three  millions.  '  '  r.:-."     t. 

Q.  "What  are  the  chief  cities  of  Scotland  9     > 

A.  Edinburgh  the  capital ;  Perth,  Leith,  and  Glasgow. 

Q.  "What  are  the  islands  of  Scotland  9  ' 

A.  The  Islands  belonging  to  Scotland  are  the  Shetland, 

the  Orkney,  Hebrides,  Skye,  Arran,  and  Bute, 
Q.  "What  are  the  principal  lakes  in  Scotland  f 
A.  The  chief  lakes  of  Scotland  are  Loch  Tay,  Loch 

Lomond,  Loch  Ness,  and  Loch  Awe.  {■;  '\ 

Q.  "What  are  its  highest  mountains  ? 
A.  The  highest  mountains  of  Scotland  are  Ben  Lomond 

and  Ben  Nevis,  the  highest  in  Great  Britain. 
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,*'  Of  Ireland. 

Q.  How  is  Ireland  divided ?  '^•'  '"^ 

A.  Into  four  provinces ;  namely,  Ulster,  northward ; 
Leinster,  eastward ;  Munster,  southwrad  ;  Connaught, 
westward;  which  provinces  are  divided  into  thirty- two 
oounties.  ,  .    • 

Q.  What  are  the  names  of  the  eight  first,  with  their 
chief  towns? 

Counties^ , ,  f  I  •..}}};,<>  k         Chief  Towns,  » I . , ; 
A,  Dublin,  f.i,.hr!^        Dublin,    n  :  a(  '  -  V' 

Louth,          .(>*;:!            Drogheda.    ,  *.iMl/i 

Wicklow,           .    '            W  icklow.  ,      ^  ^ 

Wexford,         .•'      J         Wexford.  ,'•'     ^ 

Longford,                  .;        Longford.     .  ^        ^ 

East  Meatb,    •  .    k  1         Trim.  ''      ' 

West  Meath,        .,^^.,,  ,,.  Mulingar.  s..'//     *' 

Philinstown.  ;  •  ,^  ; 
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Chief  Townti'    , ''^^ 


.:i^: 


Oi  ..'i'jii.ii' 


Maryborough. ''''  '■''  '*^   ' 

Kilkenny.  "  '  '     ',' 

Kildare.       '»"•-  ;- 

Carlow. 

Downpatri'(^k. 

Armagh. 

Monaghan.^ 

Cavan. 


I  .( 


■H  -.V> 


►rthward ; 
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;hirty-two 

■■'    t'  ■  r  • 
vith  their 


Counties, 
A.   Queen's  County, 
Kilkenny, 
Kildare, 
CarloWj 
Down, 

Armagh,    '-^  •■■-  ■'■'^■^''';'' 
Monaghan,  •  ' '    ' 

Cavan, 

Q.  What  are  the  names  of  the  third  eight  counties,  with 
their  chief  towns  ?    t  ..    <.  .,'.. 
A.  Antrim,  Carrickfergiis. 

Londonderry,      •    '  "    Derry. 

Omagh.  r    r     ,, 

EnniskiUen. 
Lifford. 
Litrimr 
Roscommon. 
Ballinrobe. 
Q.  What  are  the  names  of  the  last  eight  counties,  with 
their  chief  towns?   ;^,^.^^__^:_  ^^^,  ^.^  .>:,,...  ',.:  '    '^  -.U 

Clare,      ,,        ,,..  J;,..    Ennis.    ;  ..j..^,,  ;>.  iavrn 


Tyrone, 

Fermanagh,  , 

Donegal, 

Leitrim, 

Roscommon, 

Mayo, 
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1* 


I 

J; 


Cork, 
Kerry, 
Limerick, 
Tipperary, 
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Cork. 
Tralee. 
Limerick. 
Clonmel. 
Waterford,       ''*^*^* /•      Waterford.  ', 
Gal  way,     '  *    '    '      '      Gal  way. 
Q.  What  is  the  capital  of  Ireland  9 
A.  Dublin.     ,        '       • 
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I  Q.  What  are  the  principsd  rivers  in  Ireland  f  ,^,/  „  ^  j 
*  A.  The  Shannon,  the  Blackwater,  the  Liffey,  ana  the 
jBoyne.  . 

I      Q.  How  many  inhf^itants  does  Ireland  contain  ?      > 

iA.  Nearly  eight  millions. 
Q.  Ho^  many  members  does   England  send   to  the 
British  parliament  9 
A.  Epg^au^  sends  471  members  to  the  Qritisl^  P^tU«* 
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Q.  How  many  Wales  9 
A.  Wales  sends  29  members. 
Q.  How  many  Scotland  ? 

A.   Scotland  sends  53  members  to  the  British  parlia- 
ment. ...,.*,.,'  i  ,/<:■,> 

Q.  How  many  Ireland  ? 

A.  Ireland  sends  105  members  to  the  British  parlia« 
ment^  making  in  all  658  members,  ^.    .     «; 
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Q.  Wliat  are  the  principal  divisions  of  Asia  ? 

A.  Asia,  one  of  the  largest  and  richest  quarters  of  the 
globe,  contains  Asiatic  Turkey,  Siberia,  China,  Tonquin, 
the  Birman  Empire,  Hindostan,  Persia,  Independent 
Tartary,  Arabia,  and  Japan. 

Q.  Describe  the  climate  ivud  soil  of  Asia? 
*  A.  In  a  country  of  such  immense  extent  as  Asia,  both 
the  soil  and  climate  must  be  extremely  various;  but  in 
general  it  is  far  superior  to  Europe  and  Africa,  both  in  the 
serenity  of  its  air,  and  the  fertility  of  its  soil,  producing  the 
most  delicious  fruits,  the  most  fragrant  and  balsamic 
plants,  spices,  and  gums.  ] 

Q.  In  what  else  is  Asia  superior  to  Europe  and  Africa  9 

A.  In  the  quantity,  variety,  beauty,  and  value  of  its 
gems;  the  richness  of  its  metals;  and  the  fineness  of  its 
silks  and  cottons. 

Q.  For  what  is  Asia  peculiarly  celebrated  ? 

A.  Ist.  Here  the  first  man  was  created — the  patriarchs 
lived — the  law  was  given  to  Moses — and  where  the  great 
and  celebrated  empires  of  Assyria,  Babylon,  and  Persia 
were  also  formed. 

2d.  In  Asia,  Christianity  was  in*st  promulgated,  and 
from  thence  the  light  of  the  Gospel  was  diffused  over  the 
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3d.  The  laws,  arts,  and  sciences,  almost  all  had  their 
origin  in  Asia.     At  Ephesus,  in  Natolia,  stood  the  cele- 
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brated  Teimple  of  Diana,  burnt  the  night  in  which  Alex- 
ander the  Great  was  burn.  In  Asia  was  the  famous  city 
of  Troy.  Tyre  and  Sidon  were  on  the  coast  of  Palestine, 
formerly  great  cities  of  trade,  but  now  inhabited  by  a  few 
fishermen.  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  places  once  famous, 
are  now  only  known  by  name  :  and  Nineveh  and  Babylon, 
cities  in  Mesopotamia,  are  now  the  habitations  of  wild 
beasts.      <•  ;. ,  'i  :  •••;■     «  •<:;';'./,»  -  ,  .  •  !  ■'"k(  ni  i'   .  A 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  mountains  of  Asia  ? 

A.  The  Asiatic  mountains  are,  Ararat,  near  the  Caspian 
Sea ;  Lebanon,  in  Judea  ;  Taurus,  Caucasus,  and  the 
Himmaleh  mountains,  the  highest  in  the  world. 

Q.  What  bays  and  gulfs  are  in  Asia  ? 

A.  The  bay  of  Bengal,  the  Persian  gulf,  and  that  of 
Siam. 

Q.  What  are  its  chief  rivers?  '  ' 

A.  The  Euphrates,  the  Tigris,  the  Indus,  and  the 
Ganges.  '., .    :   ^  ..  ,     ;       ■  i.-  '  ;"   .  j 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  islands  of  Asia? 

A.  The  chief  Asiatic  islands  are  the  Japanese  isles,  the 
Ladrones,  the  Philippines,  the  Molucca  or  Clove  isles, 
the  Banda  or  Nutmeg  isles,  Borneo.  Sumatra,  and  Java  ; 
Ceylon,  Nicobar  isles.  New  Holland,  New  Guinea,  the 
Pelew  isles,  and  the  Carolines,  with  some  others  of  less 
note.  ,        ,    .      .  > 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

Of  Asiatic  Turkey. 

Q.  For  what  is  Asiatic  Turkey  particularly  celebrated  ? 

A.  As  the  principal  scene  of  early  scripture  history ; 
and  of  those  romantic  exhibitions  called  the  Crusades. 

Q.  What  is  a  crusade  ? 

A.  A  holy  war  ;  a  name  given  to  the  expeditions  of  the 
Christians  against  the  intidels  for  the  recovery  of  Pales- 
tine, so  called,  because  those  who  were  engaged  in  them 
wore  a  cross  on  their  clothes,  and  bore  one  on  their 
standard. 
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Q.  "What  else  have  you  to  observe  of  this  countrj'  ? 

A.  That  it  is  covered  with  wrecks  of  ancient  splendour : 
it  was  once  v^y  fertile  and  rich,  containing  many  flourish- 
ing  kingdoms,  and  a  great  number  f  celebrated  cities; 
but  it  is  now  quit^  barren,  the  people  niserable,  and  the 
cities  few. 

Q.  How  is  Asiatic  Turkey  divided  ? 

A.  Turkey  in  Asia  is  divided  into  four  great  provinces, 
viz.,  Natolia,  the  ancient  Asia  Minor,  Armenia,  Diarbeck, 
and  Syria.  In  the  last  mentioned  province  were  situated 
Palestine,  or  the  Holy  Land,  Canaan,  Judea,  Phcenicia, 
the  celebrated  city  of  Jerusalem,  and  Bethlehem,  rendered 
so  illustrious  by  the  birth  of  our  Saviour. 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  cities  of  Turkey  in  Asia  ? 

A.  The  principal  cities  of  Turkey  in  Asia  itc  Smyrna, 
Aleppo,  Damascus,  Jerusalem,  and  Bagdat.  Damascus  is 
a  very  extensive  and  populous  city. 

Q.  What  are  its  chief  mountains  ? 

A.  The  chief  mountains  of  Turkey  in  Asia  are  Taurus, 
Ararat,  and  Libanus. 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  islands  ? 

A.  The  islands  of  Turkey  in  Asia,  are  Mitylene,  Scio, 
Samos,  Rhodes,  and  Cyprus. 

Q.  For  what  is  Turkey  in  Asia  particularly  celebrated  ? 

A.  Turkey  in  Asia  is  celebrated  for  its  carpets,  oils, 
silks,  rhubarb,  and  fiuiits. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Of  Asiatic  Russia. 

Q.  What  kind  of  ^country  is  Russia  in  Asia  ? 

A.  It  is  a  very  large  country,  comprehending  the  whole 
northern  part  of  Asia :  being  about  two  thousand  mSes  in 
length  from  west  to  east ;  and  eight  hundred  in  breadth 
from  north  to  south  *, 


*  This  vast  extent  of  country  was  usuallv  known  by  the  name  of 
Siberia,  a  denomination  not  now  so  generally  used. 
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Q.  What  is  particularly  to  be  observed  of  Asiatic 
Russia  ? 

A .  When  it  is  noon-day  in  the  '^-c'estern  parts,  it  is  almost 
midnight  in  the  eastern  parts.  In  the  south  the  longest 
day  does  not  exceed  fifteen  hourd  and  a  half,  in  the  north 
the  sun  is  always  visible  for  months. 

Q.  How  is  this  country  divided  ? 

A.  Asiatic  Russia  is  divided  into  two  governments,  that 

of  Tobolsk  in  the  west,  and  Irkutsk  in  the  east.  ; 

Q.  What  h  the  produce  of  Asiatic  Russia  ? 

A.  The  southern  part  produces  all  the  necessaries  of 
life,  but  the  northern  part  is  extremely  cold,  almost  uncul- 
tivated, and  thinly  peopled.  The  principal  riches  of  this 
country  consists  of  fine  skins  and  furs. 

Q.  Which  are  the  principal  cities  in  Asiatic  Russia  ? 

A.  Astracan  and  Tobolsk. 

Q.  How  far  is  Astracan  from  London  ? 

A.  2149  miles. 

Q.  What  are  the  names  of  the  principal  nations  of 
Asiatic  Russia  ? 

A.  The  Cossacks,  Calmucks,  Circassians,  and  Georgi- 
ans, the  Samoieds,  Ostiaks,  Koriaks,  the  Tschutki, 
Kaintschatdales,  and  others  of  less  note.  ' 

Q.  Are  the  Asiatic  Russians  like  those  of  Europe  ? 

A.  No,  very  different ;  for  in  this,  wide  expanse  there 
are  many  distinct  races  of  men,  not  only  differing  from  the 
European  Russians,  but  also  from  each  other,  in  appear- 
ance, manners,  religion,  and  language. 

Q.  What  nations  live  towards  the  north  ? 

A.  The  Samoieds,  Ostiaks,  Koriaks,  and  other  similar 
tribes,  who  are  sunk  in  gross  superstition  and  idolatry,  aud 
are  very  filthy  and  squalid  in  their  appearance. 

Q.  How  do  they  subsist  ? 

A.  Chiefly  by  hunting  and  fishing,  but  all  are  averse 
to  steady  industry.  Some  are  fixed,  and  others  wander- 
iiig.  inese  people,  in  general,  F»re  ot  small  stature,  and 
hard  featured,  and,  considering  the  extent  of  country  they 
occupy,  are  very  few  in  population. 
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Q.  Who  are  the  Tschiitki*  ? 

A.  The  Tachutki,  who  inhabit  the  north-cast  corner  of 
Kusssa,  are  superior  in  bize,  and  better  featured  than  the 
preceding  tribes,  and  are  more  skilled  in  the  various  arts 
of  life.  The  peninsula  of  Kaintschatka  is  inhabited  by 
another  race,  but  not  less  filthy  and  brutalized  tbau  the 
Samoieds.  Several  of  the  tribes  before  mentioned  are 
considered,  in  general,  very  dull,  heavy,  and  harmless. 

Q.  Which  are  the  chief  nations  inhabiting  the  southern 
parts  of  Asiatic  Russia  ? 

A.  The  Cossacks,  Calmucks,  Circassians,  and  Georgians. 

Q.  Describe  the  Cossacks. 

A.  The  Cossacks  are  divided  into  the  Don,  Ukraine, 
and  Urallan  Cossacks ;  but  the  most  celebrated  are  those 
who  reside  on  the  borders  of  the  river  Don.  It  was  the 
latter,  who,  under  their  enterprising  leader  Platoff,  made 
such  dreadful  havoc  among  the  French,  in  Buonaparte  s 
unsuccessful  campaign  into  Russia,  in  1812,  when  he  lost 
nearly  300,000  men. 

Q.  Who  are  the  Calmucks  ? 

A.  The  Calmucks  are  a  nation  of  wanderers,  who  live 
in  tents,  and  remove  from  place  to  place  in  quest  of  pas- 
turage for  their  numerous  cattle,  consisting  of  horses, 
camels,  cows,  and  sheep.  These  people  neither  sow  nor 
reap,  so  that  they  live  without  bread,  or  any  kind  of 
vegetable.  Their  food  is  fish,  ilesh,  milk,  butter,  and  cheese. 

Q.  Who  are  the  Circassians  ?  «  /       . '     / 

A.  The  Circassians  are  a  noble  people,  very  coiu'ageous, 
and  possessing  a  great  military  genius,  and  were  they 
united  und<T  one  chief,  might  become  a  great  independent 
empire  ;  but  thf  y  are  a  nation  of  wandering  mountaineers, 
divided  into  many  diiferent  and  hostile  tribes,  and  want  a 
spirit  of  unity  to  make  their  power  effectual. 

Q.  What  is  Georgia  ? 

A.  Georgia  is  a  very  fine  country,  situated  between 
the  Black  and  Caspian  Seas.  It  is  very  productive,  and 
the  inhabitants  are  a  fine  and  warlike  people :  its  chief 
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Of  China, 

Q.  What  is  C-:^a? 

A.  China  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  polidhed 
nations  oH  Asia,  and  is  celebrated  for  its  extent  and  prodi- 
gious population. 

Q.  For  what  is  it  otherwise  celebrated  ? 

A.  For  its  immense  wall,  which  is  one  thousand  two 
hundred  miles  long,  twenty-five  feet  high,  and  eighteen 
thick. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  was  this  immense  wall  built  ? 

A.  To  divide  China  from  Tartary,  and  keep  the  Tartars 
from  plundering  the  Chinese  territories. 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  cities  of  China  ? 

A.  Pekin  the  capital,  Nankin,  and  Canton  the  only 
port  where  Europeans  are  admitted. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Chinese  f 

A.  They  are  industrious  beyond  any  people  on  earth, 
I  possess  a  great  share  of  ingenuity,  and  are  generally  honest 
in  their  dealings.  They  are  lovers  of  the  arts  and  sciences, 
but  have  too  great  an  opinion  of  their  own  wisdom,  and 
{think  meanly  of  other  nations. 

Q.  What  else  is  worthy  of  observation  in  respect  to  the 
[Chinese? 

A.  Their  complexion,  which  is  tawny :  and  those  are 
Ithought  to  excel  in  beauty   who  are  most  bulky.     The 
[women  affect  much  modei»ty  \  and   are   remarkable   for 
their  small  feet.  * 

Q.  How  far  is  Pekin  from  London  ? 

A.  4999  miles. 

Q.  About  what  is  the  population  of  China  ? 

A.  One  hundred  and  forty  millions. 

Q.  What  is  Tibet? 

A.  Tibet,  sometimes  called  the  Snowy  Region,  is  a 
i^ast  extent  of  country  in  the  interior  of  Asia,  subject  to 
^'hina. 


How  is  it  uivided,  and 


Wiiai  IS  me  numixT  or  its 


inhabitants  ? 


l>  2 


1 1 


) 


I.: 


I 


1 

It   'i 


\ 


I 


1. 


\\\  'i 


11 


I 


I 


i'H 


42 


f ATKlHlSM    or 


A.  Tihot  i<i  divided  into  tbreo  pjirts,  Upprr,  IVIiddlp, 
nnd  Lower  ;  its  inbubitants  are  few,  ctnisisting  of  no  more 
tbnn  one  million. 

Q.  Wbat  is  Chinese  Tartary  ? 

A.  Cninese  Tartary  is  a  lar<;e  (country  to  the  north  of 
China  Proper,  to  which  it  is  tributary,  whose  population 
consists  of  about  six  millions.  These  several  countries, 
namely,  China  Proper,  Chinese  Tartary,  nnd  Tibet,  con- 
stitute what  is  called  the  "  Chinese  Empire."  ' 


CHAPTER  xxvirr. 

Of  India  in  General, 
Q.  What  is  meant  by  India  ? 
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A.  The  general  name  of  India  is  now  ajiplied  to  those 
vast  regi«)ns  of  southern  A^ia  on  the  confines  of  (^hina, 
and  from  the  mountains  of  Tibet  in  the  north  to  the  ocean. 

Q.   Why  is  it  called  India? 

A.  It  is  so  railed  from  the  river  Indus. 

Q.   How  is  it  divided  ?'    ^  .»..><<  .... 

A.  India  is  generally  divided  into  two  preat  parts, 
namely,  India  Interior  and  India  Exterior;  or,  India 
within  and  India  without  Gansres. 

Q.  What  kind  of  country  is  India? 

A.  India  consists  cliiefly  of  extensive  plains,  fertilized 
by  a  great  number  of  beautiful  meandering  rivers  and 
purling  streams,  and  interspersed  with  a  few  ranges  of  hills. 
The  pHri(»dical  rains  and  intense  heats  produce  a  luxuriance 
of  vegetation  ahiipst  unknown  to  any  other  country  in  the 
world.  '^^- 

Q.   What  is  the  soil  of  India  ? 

A.  It  is  rich  in  every  kind  of  production,  whether  fossil, 
vegetable,  or  animaL  The  Indians  sow  the  ground  in 
INIay  and  June,  before  the  rainy  season,  and  reap  in 
November  and  December,  which  are  the  most  temper«te 
months  in  the  year. 

Q.   AVbat  are  the  prfKluctions  of  India  ? 
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-,  barlr-y,  and  other  grain,  in  ^if  at  plenty 
and  perfection  ;   lilso,  all  kinds  of  fruits,  spices,  &c.      " 
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Q.  What  is  the  eharacter  of  the  Hindoos  ? 

A.  The  Hindoos  are  extremely  mild,  and  hy  no  means 
ad:»pt<'d  for  hard  labour  or  war. 

Q.    What  is  the  population  uf  HiudoHtan  ? 

A.   About  1 12  millions.  ,    , 

Q.  What  is  the  capital  of  JBritish  India  ?  ' 

A.   Calcutta. 

Q.  How  far  is  Calcutta  from  London  ?  ' 

A.  492!)  miles. 

Q.   What  other  remarkable  cities  are  there  ? 

A.  Delhi,  Madras,  Pondicherry,  Seringapatam,  Goa, 
and  Bombay. 

Q.   What  are  the  chief  mountains  ? 

A.  The  Gauts,  or  Ghats  ;  and  the  Himmaleh,  in  the 
North,  the  his(hest  in  the  world. 

Q.   What  .are  the  chief  mines  of  India  ? 

A.  The  chief  mines  of  India  are  gold,  silver,  and 
diamonds. 

Q.   What  are  the  chief  animals  of  India  ?  • '  *  ' 

A.  They  are  elephi.-.ts,  rhinoceroses,  tiefers,  leopards, 
panthers,  r^imels,  dromedaries,  buffaloes,  and  monkeys. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Of  Tnteiior  India  J  or  Hindustan. 


i    ,') 


Q.  How  is  Hi ndostan  situated? 

A.  Hiiidostau  is  bounded  N.  by  Great  Tartary  and 
Tibet,  E.  by  part  of  the  Birman  Empire  and  the  Bay  of 
Beni,^a],  S.  by  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  W.  by  Persia  and  the 
Arabian  Sea. 

Q.  How  is  Hin«lostan  divided? 

A.  Hindostan  is  divided  into  four  j;rf^at  portions,  namely, 
Gaui^etic,  Scindetic,  Central,  and  Southern.  •'• 

Q.   How  are  the  iniiabitants  divided  ? 

A.  The  Hindoos  are  divided  into  tribes  or  castes.  The 
]»rincipfil  are  the  Brahmins,  soldiers,  mechanics,  and  labour- 
ers. IMie  Brahmins  have  the  care  of  reliijion  ;  the  soldiers 
are  «suaily  calleu  rajah-poots  ;  tliose  in  the  service  of  the 
Kn^hih   are   called   Sepoys  ;    the   mechanics  comprehend 
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mtTcbntitH  mill  tra<li'rs;  the  Labourers  isclude  farmors,  niul 
all  who  cultivate  the  hind.  The  gp.ater  part  ol'thu  lliii- 
douH  are  iUuluter. 

Of  Exterior  India, 

Q.  What  is  Exterior  India  ? 

A.  Exterior  India,  a  vast  extent  of  country,  comprises 
the  Birinan  Empire,  Malacca,  Siani,  and  the  empire  of 
Tonquin. 

Q.  How  are  these  countries  situated  ? 

A.  The  Birinan  Empire,  Malacca,  Sijun,  and  Tonquin, 
are  bituated  to  the  east  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  are 
liounded  on  the  south  and  east  by  the  ocean,  and  on  the 
north  by  the  Chinese  empire. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 
Of  the  Birman  Empire. 

Q.  AVhat  is  the  situation  of  the  Birman  Empire  ? 

A.  The  Birman  Empire  is  situated  east  of  Hindostan, 
south  of  China,  and  west  of  the  Chinese  sea. 

Q.  What  are  its  principal  divisions  ? 

A.  Its  principal  divisions  are  Ava  ,Pegu,  Laos,  Cam- 
bodia, and  part  of  Siam. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  Birmans  ? 

A.  They  are  a  lively  and  inquisitive  race  of  people,  but 
passionate  and  revengeful. 

Q.  What  are  its  chief  cities  ? 

A.  The  chief  cities  of  the  Birman  empire  are  Ava  its 
ancient,  and  Lmnierapoora  its  present  capital. 

Q.  How  far  is  Ava  from  Loudon  ? 

A.   i)34()  miles. 

Q.  What  is  tlie  jKipulation  of  the  Birman  empire  ? 

A.   Seventeen  milliotis. 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  productions  of  Birinan  ? 

A.  The  M)il  being  extremely  fertile,  it  yields  excellent 
wheat,  sugar-canes,  indigo,  and  cotton;  and  th«'  diiri'ient 
tropical  fruits  in  high  {xTt'ection  and  in  gn'at  abundance. 
Its  animals  are  the  siune  as  those  of  liindostan.  It  pos. 
sesses  excellent  minos  of  gold,  silver,  and  prei'ious  bttuies. 
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OfSiam. 
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Q.  What  kind  of  country  i«  Siam? 

A.  Before  the  recent  extension  of  th(^  Birman  Empire, 
this  country  was  considered  the  chief  nation  of  Exterior 
India  ;  byt  a  ^reat  part  of  these  dominions  having  been 
conquered  by  the  former  power,  it  U  now  but  of  small  ex- 
tent, bein«5  about  700  miles  in  len^^th,  and  200  in  breadth, 
and  containing;  about  ei^;ht  millions  of  inhabitants. 

Q.  What  is  its  chief  city? 

A.  Its  chief  city  is  Siam,  beautifully  situated  about  fifty 
miles  from  the  sea,  on  the  river  Meinan,  containing  about 
100,000  inhabitants. 

Q.  In  what  do  the  Siamese  excel  ?  ""  "^  *^  '  "   '  ' 

A.  The  Siamese  excel  in  some  of  the  ornamental  manu- 
factures, particularly  in  those  of  gold  and  silver,  and  their 
miniature  paintings  have  been  much  admired.         ,'" 

Q.  Describe  the  Siamese.  '  "   ', 

A.  The  Siamese,  in  general,  are  of  a  dark  complexion ; 
and  their  food  consists  principally  of  rice  aid  fish.  The 
men  are  ex'  inely  indolent,  and  mo^t  of  the  laborious 
works  are  ♦'xecuted  by  the  women. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

Of  Malarca. 

Q.   What  is  Malacca?  '      ' 

A.  Malacca,  a  large  peninsula  of  Asia,  is  divided  into 
two  kingdoms;  that  of  Patani  in  the  north,  and  Yahor  iu 

the  south,  ■  r;    .;    ■■■■''•   <:         .7 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  cities  of  Malacca  ? 

A.  The  chief  city  of  Yahor  is  Malacca,  and  that  of 
Piitfun,  Queda.  The  former  contains  about  12,000  in- 
hahitants. 

Q.  Describe  the  inhabitants.  •   .^      ^ 

A.  The  Maliiys  are,  in  gerscral,  of  small  stature,  hat  well 
made,  with  a  tawt^y  complexion,  and  long  black  shining 


lair. 
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chants  of  the  east,  and  their  colonies  and  commerce  are 
widely  spread  all  over  the  Indian  seas. 

Q.  What  is  their  general  character  ? 

A.  The  Malays  are  deemed  the  most  treacherous  and 
m<>>Bt  ferocious  people  on  the  globe,  and  their  history  is  full 
4)f  such  enterprises  as  miark  this  desperate  character. 


:%u 


-     -  CHAPTER  XXXnt 

.       The  Empire  of  Tonquin, 

Q.  Describe  the  empire  of  Tonquin  ? 

A.  The  name  of  this  empire  is  but  of  recent  date  ;  it 
was  formerly  tributary  to  China.  It  now  comprises  Ton- 
quin, Cochin  China,  Siampa,  and  Laos.  For  its  size  it  is 
one  of  the  finest  kingdoms  in  the  East,  having  a  population 
of  about  21,000,000  of  inhabitants  ;  and  possessing  a 
fruitful  soil,  and  a  mild  and  salubrious  climate. 

Q.  What  are  its  chief  productions  ? 

A.  They  are  very  numerous,  and  the  fruits  excel  all  the 
rest  of  Asia  in  flavour  and  beauty ;  and  their  elephants 
are  esteemed  the  largest  and  swiftest  in  the  world. 

Q.  What  is  its  chief  city  ? 

A.  The  chief  city  is  Backu,  formerly  called  Kesho,  con- 
taining 40,000  inhabitants. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

^    ^  Of  Persia. 

Q.  What  kind  of  country  is  Persia  ? 

A.  Persia  is  a  large  country,  containing  about  ten 
millions  of  inhabitants.  Its  chief  cities  are  Ispahan  and 
Teheran. 

Q.  How  is  Persia  situated  ? 

A.  It  is  bounded  N.  by  the  Caspian  Sea  and  part  of 
Tartary  ;  E.  by  India  ;  V/.  by  Asiatic  Turkey  ;  and  S.  by 
t!ie  Indian  Ocean  and  Persian  Gulf.  ^ 

Q.  What  are  its  climate  and  soil  ^ 
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A.  It  is  said  that  no  country  in  the  world  has  greater 
variety  of  cl*mate  and  soil  than  this,  being  extremely 
mountainous,  barren  and  cold,  in  the  norther  parts ;  in 
the  middle  very  wild  and  sandy,  but  enjoying  a  temperate 
air ;  and  in  the  south  level,  and  extremely  fertile,  though 
for  several  months  the  heat  is  excessive.    .:   - , :    ■•.  > ,,  ,.     v 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Persians  ? 

A.  They  are  very  luxurious  and  effeminate ;  possess 
much  good  sense  and  ability ;  are  honest  in  their  dealings, 
but  passionate  and  revengeful. 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  productions  of  Persia  ? 

A.  Corn,  wine,  oil,  great  abundance  of  oranges,  dates, 
j  melons,  grapes,  and  nuts ;  also  senna,  rhubarb,  and  various 
{Other  drugs ;  and  it  is  famous  for  silks. 

Q.  How  do  the  Persians  write  ? 

A.  The  Persians  write  from  the  right  hand  to  the  left ; 
|ar'^,  as  no  printing  is  allowed,  a  great  number  of  people 
tare  constantly  employed  in  writing,  an  art  in  which  they 
(excel.  ,  *,       . 

Q.  What  is  their  religion  ? 

A.  The  greater  part  of  the  Persians  are  Mahomedans, 
nth  some  idolaters,  who  worship  the  sun,  iire,  &c. 

Q.  What  are  their  chief  towns  ? 

A.  Ispahan,  Teheran,  Casbin,  Tauris,  and  Schiraz.   , 

Q.  For  what  are  these  towns  famous  ? 

A.  Ispahan  is  the  former,  and   Teheran  the  present 

ipital.  Casbin  is  large  and  populous,  and  is  noted  as  the 
lart  for  almonds,  raisins,  and  melons.  Tauris,  the  second 
^city  in  Persia,  is  noted  for  its  mosques  and  caravansaries, 
ind  is  also  famous  for  its  great  trade  in  cotton,  cloths, 
^ilks,  and  gold  and  silver  brocades :  the  population  is 
ipwards  of  550,000.  Schiraz  is  also  very  large  and  popu- 
lous, and  is  famous  for  its  wines. 


1 


Q.  What  kind  ofcou 
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A.  Tartary  is  of  very  great  extent,  situated  on  the  north 
of  India,  &;c. 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Tartars?    " 

A.  The  generality  of  the  Tartars  are  wanderers,  like 
their  ancestors  the  Scythians,  and  are  celebrated  as  a  hardy 
race,  who  live  in  tents,  and  lead  a  roving  life,  and  with 
their  families,  their  cattle,  and  all  they  possess,  wander 
about  in  the  temperate  parts  and  vast  solitudes  of  the 
Asiatic  continent,  from  the  confines  of  Europe  to  the  great 
Pacific  ocean.  On  meeting  with  a  fertile  and  pleasant 
situation,  they  pitch  their  tents,  and  continue  in  the  place 
till  the  grass  is  all  consumed,  when  they  again  set  forward 
in  search  of  another  inviting  spot. 

Q.  What  is  the  diief  city  of  Tartary  ?      ' 

A.  Samarcand.  '       :  *    .  ai  * 

Q.  How  far  is  Samarcand  from  London  ?  '  ' 
;  A.  3127  miles.  ••-■^":'   ^    -'"''  ■_'''''  '  •   •■■•^•-^--  .  '  '  "~     ' 

Q.  What  is  supposed  to  be  the  population  of  Tartary  ? 

A.  Ten  millions. 


ii;,fr..i£^ 
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CHAPTER  XXXVr. 

Of  Arabia.  '  ' 

Q.  What  kind  of  country  is  Arabia  ? 

A.  Arabia  is  a  large  country,  situated  east  of  the  Red 
Sea,  and  south  of  Asiatic  Turkey.  It  contains  about  ten 
millions  of  inhabitants. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  Arabians  ? 

A.  The  Arabs  generally  live  under  tents :  the  greater 
part  are  wandering  tribes  ;  like  the  Tartars,  committing 
depredations  and  robberies  wherever  they  go,  but  hospitable 
to  strangers  that  entier  their  tents.  , 

Q.  What  are  the  chief  productions  of  Arabia  ? 

A.  The  most  valuable  productions  are  its  horses,  camels, 
gum,  and  coffee.  The  horses  are  said  to  be  the  best  in  the 
world. 

Q.  What  are  its  chief  towns  ? 

A.  Mecca,  where  Mahomet,  the  founder  of  the  Maho- 
medan  reli^^ion  was  born  ;  and  Medina,    where  he  wasi 
buried. 
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Q.    How  far  is  Mecca  from  London?   if  ;     rilv')!*^  ''*^'    . ' 
A.  3988  miles.  ■  '■'■>■  ^'-'H^  "ij>v<' "..: 

/;'f  .'  -.lir  .T.ir    QJJAPTER   XXXVII.    '^'••*'''    **^^''     ^^ 
i.i;i,t  '-ill  j!i;!;;jifv-       Of  Japan,       ^-'■•^   ■.:  ^Ji.  •■>  ^'1^  .'^v, •;•...!  ' 

Q.  What  kind  of  country  is  Japan? 

A.  Japan  is  a  very  large  country,  situated  east  of  Asia, 
with  the  title  of  an  empire,  composed  of  a  great  number 
of  islamls  difficult  of  ^pcesa,  the  principal  of  whi^sh  is. 

Niphon.  ^'     ^T--r-  ,--     "ty  :-:?*   -T'J  ^.ii?  //'  :\  ' 

Q.  For  what  is  Japan  celebrated?       -i».  >  s  ,«-r     -?   _' 

A.  Jiipan  is  said  to  be  the  richest  country  in  the  wo^iii 
for  gold  ;  and  the  air  and  water  are  most  excellent.        v; 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  inhabitants  ? 

A.  They  are  generally  ingenious,  and  possess  a  good 
nory,  but  their  manners  are  exactly  opposite  to  ours. 
'v/ur  common  drinks  are  cold,  their's  hot ;  we  uncover 
the  head  out  of  respect,  and  they  the  feet ;  we  are  fond  of  ^ 
white  teeth,  and  they  of  black;  we  get  on  horseback  on 
the  left  side,  and  they  on  the  right ;  and  they  have  a 
language  so  peculiar,  that  it  is  not  to  be  understood  by  any 
other  nation.  >iii;.i  bm 

Q.   What  is  the  population  of  Japan  ? 

A.  Thirty  millions. 

Q.  What  is  the  chief  city  ?  •  i    ^p  ^  )^ '  r  > 

A.  Jeddo* 

Q.  How  far  is  Jeddo  from  London  ? 

A.  5942  miles. 

^      CHAPTER  XXXVIIL    '       .    « 
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OF  AFRICA. 
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)4i^    \  fri-Ai--.,: '[  .A 


1.)  J:  .. 

Q.  What  is  Africa  ? 

A.  One  of  the  four  quarters*  of  the  world,  bounded  N.  ' 

♦  By  modorn  gftoyraphers  theAvorUl  is  now  divided  into/o^  great 
U'vwtionh,  la^t4Ji^d  af  tour  quarters,  am  formtM'ly, 
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by  thfi  ISIeditori'aneaii  Sea ;  MV.  and  S.  by  tha  Ocean ;  and 
E.  by  tbe  Ki'd  Sra  and  the  Istlinuis  of  Suez.  .,         j     . 

Q.  What  are  its  clhnate  and  ssoil  ? 

A.  The  ijreatest  part  of  Africa  lying  under  the  toirrid 
z<uie,  the  heat  is  ahnost  insupportable  in  many  places. 
However,  the  coasts  in  general  are  very  fruitful,  the  fruits 
excellent,  and  the  plants  extraordiiuiry. 

Q.  Are  tliere  not  several  deserts  in  Africa  ?        • 

A.  Yes;  several  which  are  almost  without  water;  and 
whose  sands  are  so  loose,  that  by  means  of  a  strong  wind, 
they  will  sometimes  bury  whole  cai'avuus  at  a  time. 

Q.  What  are  its  productions  ?  .ii  ,. 

A.  Its  productions  are  gold,  fruit,  gum,  &c.  camels, 
elephants,  and  all  sorts  of  wild  beasts. • 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  rivers  ? 

A.  The  two  liu-gest  are  the  Nile  and  the  Niger,  whieli 
annually  <>vertiow  their  banks  and  fertilize  the  adjacent 
countries. 

Q.  What  is  its  principal  gulf  ? 

A.  That  of  Guinea. 

Q.  How  is  Africa  divided  ?       '  ...... 

A.  Africa  is  diviiled  into  the  following  general  parts, 
viz. — BiU'bary,  Egypt,  Zaara,  or  the  Desert,  Negrohind. 
Guinea,  and  Ethiopia. 


CHArTER  XXXIX. 


e: 


Of  Barbartf.      '    ^       "«*    • 

Q.  How  is  Barbary  divided  ? 

A.  Barlnry  is  divided  into  five  states,  namely,  Morocco^ 
Algiers,  Tunis,  Tripoli,  and  Barca. 

Q.  What  are  the  situation  and  boundaries  of  ^Morocco  ? 

A.  Mormvo  is  about  500  miles  in  length,  and  4645  in 
brtNidth.  It  is  liHunidetl  \.  bv  the  Mediterranean  Sea: 
K.  by  Algiers :  S.  by  the  de?»en  of  Tatilet ;  and  W.  by  the 
Atlantic  Ocran.     iMivnxi'o  is  its  capital. 


\^.    V*  uui  19  iiir  Miuauufi  oi  ^'VJgiers  .' 

A.  i\Jgicri»  U  abt>i*t  460  milea  in  leuj^ii,  aii«l  70 
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hrradth.  It  is  hounded  N.  by  the  ]M»;diteri\anpan  ;  S.  by 
]>i«Muit  Athis;  E.  by  Tiini^  ;  atjd  \V.  by  the  empire  of 
Morocco.  Algiers  is  its  capitid.  This  country  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  French,   -laiH*  (*i;s^,    i       <  .i  ?  n.  i 

Q.   What  is  the  situation  of  Tunis  ? 

A.  Tunis  is  202  miles  in  length,  and  170  in  breadth. 
It  is  bounded  N.  by  the  Mediterranean  ;  S.  by  Tripoli ; 
and  W.  by  Algiers.  Tunis,  its  capital,  is  built  near  the 
ruins  of  the  once  famous  Carthage. 

Q.  What  is  the  situation  of  Tripoli ; 

A.  Tripoli  is  situated  on  the  borders  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, between  Barca  on  the  east,  and  Tunis  on  t|ie  west. 

Q.  What  is  the  situation  of  Barca? 

A.  Barca  is  situated  between  Tripoli  and  Egypt.  Its 
chief  city  is  Barca.       .    •      .    ..:..;       ; 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

Of  Egypt  y 


Q.  How  is  Egypt  situated  ?  ^  '»      - 

A.  EgjT)t  is  b»mnded  N.  by  the  Mediterranean  ;  E.  by 
the  Red  Sea ;  S.  by  Nubia  and  Abyssinia ;  and  W.  li|^ 
B.irca.  '      ^    . 

Q.  How  IS  Egypt  divided  ?  '     <     '  x    *     A 

A.  Egypt  is  divided  into  three  great  ptirts,  called  the 
Upper,  Middle,  and  Lower.     Upper  Egypt  is  the  southern 
part ;  and  Lower  Egypt  the  northern. 
Q.  Which  are  the  chief  towns  in  Egypt  9 
A.  Grand  Cairo  and  Alexfindria.  v 

Q.  How  far  is  Grand  Cairo  from  London? 
A.  2183  miles. 

Q.  Describe  the  soil  and  climate  of  Egypt. 
A.  The  climate  of  Egypt  is  naturally  hot  nnd  unwhole- 
some ;  but  the  soil  is  exceedingly  fruitful,  owing  to  the 
overflowing  of  the  Nile,  which  leaves  a  fattening  manure 
behind.  .       .   .  - 

Q.   Fi>r  what  is  El^T^  remarkable  ? 
A.   For  its  Pyramids,  which  are  atupendous  fabrics  that 
liave  r.roud  several  thousand  years. 
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v<    Q.  To  whom  dot'b  Kgypt  bolong  ?'m  «>■■'    i    "       ''»-■     >■' 
In   A.  Kgypt  belong*  '  to  the  Turks,  and  was  j^overned  by 
a  Bashaw,  ^ent  from  Constantinople,     iiut  at  present  lU 
dependence  is  merely  nominal.  <ir';i  "t^i  ">fw.i  ,-,»♦-», »*?  '»(! 

'•.*^i'V initi  -  ch  *  .  J    '■■.(\'(-/    .^  ' 

:  ,;.,.j|.T    .,,i  .,     .,,.   CHAPTER  XLI.    _^.     |,    ,  .;,^.,,     •   ,. 
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Of  Zaara,  or  the  Desert.   '   '    .   J '"    *.*' 


Q.  How  U  Zaara  bounded  ?  ' 

^  .  Zaara  is  bounded  N.  by  the  Barbary- states;  E.  by 
tjgypt  and  Nubia;  H.  by  Negrohind  and  Guinea  ;  and  W. 
by  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Q.  Who  ?»re  the  inliabitanta  ?     J>  >'«Jf^!^'    -J  ^" 'i     ^     ^^ 

A.  Zaara  is  inhabited  by  tribes  of  ramblinj^  Arabs,  who 
have  but  few  towns  or  settled  dwellings  that  \>  ill  serve 
f'escription,        .-.^  ,Jt   it-^iMj^i^^ 

Of  Negroland,  7\igritiay  or  the  Country  of  the  Blacks. 

Q.   What  are  the  Ixjundaries  of  Negroland  ? 

A.  It  is  bounded  N.  by  Zaara ;  E.  by  Nubia  ;  S.  by 
Guinea;  and  W.  by  the  Atlantic*    .   »  .;,   ..   ,    .,  ,r 

Q.   How  is  it  divided  ? 

A.  Negroland  is  divided  into  a  great  niany  diiferent 
nations,  whose  liniits  are  but  little  known.  Its  mont  cele- 
brated river  is  the  Niger. 

Q.   What  is  the  character  of  the  Negroes  ? 

A.  1  he  Negroes  are  mostly  an  uncivilizi'd  and  ignorant 
people ;  and  are  said  to  be  very  crafty  towards  the  Euro- 
peans. !    ;.,.  fv.  ,,    5    ,..  ,v'>    .  ..:  .t\   -.,,.■.      ;    .,,',    .,.  ;  , 
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CHAPTER  XLir. 

i   Of  Upper  Guinea. 


J , 


Q.   How  is  I'pper  Guinea  bounded  ? 
A.   Upper  Guinea  is  bounded  N.  by  Negroland  ;   E.  by 
unknown  parts ;  and  S.  and  W.  by  the  Oceuu. 
Q.  How  ii  it  divided? 


r,EO(JKAriiY. 


^d 


A.  Into  tlic  Grain  Coast,  the  Ivory  Coast,  the  Gold 
Coast,  the  Slave  Coa.:t,  and  the  I'iiij^doms  of  Benin, 
Asbantee,  &c. 

Q.   What  is  the  character  of  ♦Ve  natives?    *"?/"^^ 
A.  Tliey  are  *;en«rnUy  cou.ieous  to  strangers,  and  do 
not  want  good  sense  ;  but  they  are  said  to  be  addicted  to 
cheating.  iM.wiji  i 


f 
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CHAPTER  XLIII. 

Of  Lower  Guinea. 


i'J^< 


i 


m 


:  I  - 

i  1  •! 


Q.  AVhat  countries  d<>e.s  Lower  Guinea  comprehend  ? 

A,   It  comprehends  live   principiil  kingdoms,   namely, 
Congo,  Loango,  Angola,  Matamba,  and  Benguela. 

Q.  What  are  the  capitals  of  each  ?  '^     ' 

A.  St.  Salvador  is  the  capital  of  Congo ;  Loango,  of 
Loango;  Loalida,  of  Angola;  Santa  Maria,  of  Matamba; 
and  Benguela,  of  Benguela.       :;m-   i  !•  •;*  '        ;  ^    ' 

Q.  How  are  these  kingdoms  bounded?  ^■ 

A.  They  are  bounded  W.  by  the  Atlantic ;  but  on  tlie 
N.,  E.,  and  S.  by  countries  little  known  to  Europeans. 

Q.  By  whom  is  the  trade  principally  possessed  ? 

A.   The  trade  of  Lower  Guinea  is  chiefly  engrossed  by 
the  Portuguese,  whose  princi|>al  f<»rt  is  Loanda,  called  by  !   i 
them  St.  Paul,  a  very  neat  and  handsome  city,  containing  i^ 
3000  houses  built  of  stone,  besides  a  great  nuinber  of  habi-  I 
tations  of  a  meaner  kind  possessed  by  the  Negroes. 


ill! 


t 


CHAPTER  XIAW 

Of  Ethiopia, 
Q.  What  is  Ethiopia? 
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A.   Under  the  general  name  ofEtlnopla  is  irulu^l-Ml  all, 
4he  remaining  parts  of  Africa,  excepting  those  which  are 
unexplored.  '  ,       >  ,, 

Q.   How  is  it  divided?  j      V 

A.   Into  two  great  parts,  the  Upper  a«id  Lower.        !,. 

Q.   What  countries  does  Upper  Ethio]»ia  comprehend  ; 
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'  '  A.    Upper  F/thi(»pia  roinprtth«»nds  liuhin,  Abyssinia,  and 
the  cojiHt  of  Abex  and  Zantfuebar.  (. />    'iVi.]'-^.    nh    .r-i:n'i 
Q.   AVhat  rouiitries  does  the  Lower  roritahi  ?  n;!!  L 

A.  TiOvver  Ethiopia  coinpr<!heiids  CailV.'iria,  Moiiomn- 
*apa,  Moiiopdmijy'i,  and  Sof'ala,  the  country  of  the  Heltentots, 
and  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hop*;,  belong;in^  to 
Kni^land. 

Q.   What  is  the  chief  town  of  Xui)ia? 
A.   Sennar. 

Q.  Wliat  is  the  capital  of  Abyssinia  ? 
A.   Gondar.  '       -, 

Q.   How  far  is  Gondar  from  London  ?  ' 

A.   3370  miles.     aiJ       »/(>.  i  >  •  .  i>  '•■[  .Mt/irn- 
,  Q.  "What  ib  the  population  of  Ahyssini^i? 
A.  Two  millions, i;.  jii.K^f.rj^,]-.  j-.h^mH'.  ,>..•; 
Q.   What  is  the  population  of  the  empire  of  Morocco, 
inc^Uidini;  Fez,  Tafilet,  and  Susa?      ..    ,   ,         .;  .* 

A.  Nearly  fifteen  millions.  •  iv;  .  I   ;  ><■ 

Q.   What  is  the  population  of  Algiers?,     ,.•  '  !»•  fj » 
A.   A  quarter  of  a  million.  •»  -i';  /  -  '<' 

Q.  What  is  the  population  of  TuiiIh?  d  ' •;  •  •;  I 
A.  A  quarter  of  a  million.f  ■  T*"  "  i  7  '  >!  ?  ?>;  . 
Q.   What  is  tlie  population  of  Tripoli  ?       ii!  <    ;'l 


A.  Haifa  millit.n. 
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,      /         Alnrrin  Jttlari<h.         ,<..,. 

Q.  What  are  the  principal  islands  bclonijingto  Africa? 

A.  The  Canaries,  ]\Iad;uj;ascar,  INIauritius,  or  I.^le  of 
France,  ]5ourbon,  and  St.  HehMia,  Madeira,  Cape  de  A^erd 
Isles,  j.'ud  the  Azores. 

Q.   l)es(;rihe  llie  Canaries. 

A.  The  Canaries,  seven  in  number,  an  very  fruitful  in 
corn,  wine,  and  fruits.  They  helons^  to  Spain,  and  are 
celebrated  as  having  produced  the  Canary  bird. 

Q.   Descrilitt  the  AzmHVs  and  Madeira,  •     .    ,  ,.  ,    *;  ' 

A.  The  Azores,  nine  in  number,  are  very  fertile  and 
fdubrious,  Madeira  is  renowned  fur  Its  I'.xcellent  w?ne. 
These  islands  bflonir  to  rorfnual. 
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Q.  l)p?<rribj»  St.  IloU-na.     i    •  .    f^|,  r ,  „  /,  f^;     r      » 

A.  This  small  but  importaTit  iisland  is  posspsspd  by  fb(* 
Ent^lUh*  It  roiirains  about  tbret;  t]H>u>nii(]  iubabitaiits, 
and  is  renmrkalde  fVu*  tlu»  exil"  and  death  of  Buonnparti*./ 

Q.   What  is  Madiii-ascar  ? 

A.  iM}uiaj;as('ar,  in  tli<^  Indian  Orean,  is  on«*  of  th«*  larprfst 
islands  in  tVie  world,  and  ijs  considered  very  fruitful.  It  is 
suj)posed  to  eoiitain  many  independent  states,  but  th<{  iii- 
teri«'r  is  very  little  known, 

Q.  13escril>e  the  isles  of  Boiirbin  and  Franne. 

A.  These  islands  are  in  MjErh  cultivation,  rieh  and  fruit- 
ful, produrinj^  all  tlie  necessari  's  of  life.  The  isle  of  France 
contains  about  seventy  thousand  inhabitants,  and  Bourbon 
Mxty-ei:»ht  thousand  The  former  beloni's  to  the  English, 
and  the  latter  to  the  French. 
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•     OF  AMERICA, 
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Q.  What  is  America? 

A.  One  of  the  five  oreat  portions  of  the  world,  atid  ]»y 
mucii  the  largest.  It  is  bounded  on  all  sides  by  the  ocean, 
a;>  appears  irom  the  latest  discoveries.  , 

Q.   How  is  it  divided  ?  >j  ,  ;       *;' r  [D 

A.  Into  N4>rth  and  South  America.        ■ 

Q.  What  i«re  the  principal  states  of  North  and  South 
America?      r,    ,  .v;  ..  r»'v.j/.,  r...  ..t.  ...     > ;     ,  ...      , 

A.  North  America  comprebrnds  the  United  States, 
British  America,  and  the  former  Spani>)i  Air»eri<a  or  Mex- 
ico :  South  America  contains  Brazil,  Para^uny,  Chili, 
Peru,  Amazotiia.  Fatajioiiia,  an<i  Guiana.      •    ,,,}'/     j) 

Q.   What  are  its  chief  mou4itains  ? 

A.  The  St«)ny  and  Alleirliany  in  North,  an<l  the  Andes 
or  Cordilleras,  in  South  America. 

Q.  What  are  its  principal  lakes  ? 

A.  Lakes  Superior,   Huron,   j\lichii;nn,   Eric,  and  On- 
tf»rio.     Between    these   lakes   are    ihe   c<  lcbrat<'d    Fall:*  of 
.'iagarn.  ■  .._       -^  __.^   ....     .     ^  .,  y? 

Q.    What  an-  the  chief  bay>?         t.  .,    /J       .      "  ■-.      > 
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A.  Baffin's  and  Iliulson's  bnvs,  nnd  tho  GuU'  of  Moxlco. 

Q.   What  Jirt;  its  prinripal  civors  ? 

A.  The  St.  Lawrciicf,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  in 
North  America  ;  and  the  river  of  the  Amazons  and  Kio  de 
la  Plata  in  South  America. 

Q.  AV^ho  dis(;overed  America  ? 

A.  Columbus,  a  Genoese,  in  the  service  of  Spain,  in 
14i)2. 


.  M  .  CIIArTER  XLVir. 

':  :'       .  Of  the  United  States. 

Q.  "What  pjirt  of  North  America  is  possessed  by  tho 
United  States  ? 

A.  All  the  eastern  part,  extending  westward  to  the 
Pju'iiic. 

Q.  How  are  they  divided  ? 

A,  Into  three  parts ;   Northi'rn,  Middle,  and  Southern. 

Q.  AVhat  are  these  states  ? 

A.  The  Northern  States  are  Vermont,  New  Hampshire, 
Massaelnisetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhocie  Island. — Tho 
Middle  States  are  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Peimsylvanin, 
Delaware,   and   the   territory   on   the    north-west  of  the 

Ohio The     Southern    States   are    Maryland,    A^irginia, 

Kentucky,  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  the  country  south 
of  Kentucky. 

Q.   What  are  the  productions  of  the  XTnited  Stjites? 

A.  They  ]>roduce  abundance  of  grain,  fruit,  tobacco, 
leather,  skins,  cattle,  timber,  hemp,  flax,  and  all  kinds  of 
metals. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  inhabitants  ni 
the  United  States  ?  • 

A.  They  are  reputed  to  be  proud  and  independent. 
Frugality,  industry,  and  attachment  to  liberty,  are  (ho 
leading  parts  of  tlieir  char.acter.  * 

Q.  What  is  the  capital  of  the  United  States  ? 

A.  AV^ashington,  3()58  miles  from  London. 

Q.    What  are  the  chii'f  ports  ? 

A.   Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York. 
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Q.    \\  liat  is  tho  p.ipiilatiou  of  the  IJuitcd  8jati't*? 
A.    About  thirli'i'ii  UiiUions.  ,     , 


i    |i 


CIJAPTLR  XL VI II. 

Of  JMe.mco. 

Q.  What  wpre  -  the  Spunlsh  doniinions  in  TS'orlh 
Anu'rira? 

A.   California,  GUI  Mexico,  and  New  Mexico. 

Q,  What  political  changes  have  taken  place  in  these 
Countries  ;' 

A.  They  havf  now  thrown  off  the  yoke  of  Spain,  and 
form  the  independe:U  rojmblic  of  Mexico.  '*^'     .  '   /    .V 

Q.   What  are  the  chief  ports  of  Mexico?    :>  t    ^  «'  l   'i*.J 

A.  Acapulco,  on  the  Pacific,  and  Vera  Cruz,  in  tbo 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  •  .  ,    ^ 

Q.  What  are  the  soil  and  climate  ?  '     *    ! 

A.  The  climate  in  geni'ral  >?•  pure  and  salubrioiis,  and 
the  soil  is  extremely  fertile.     Mexico  is  its  ctipital. 

,    :    ''  CHAPTER  XLIX.         ,  '    . 

Of  the  British  Possessions  in  North  America.    ,  t 

Q.  W  HAT  are  the  pos!«, 'anions  in  >^orth  America  which 
belong  to  Great  Britain  ? 

A.  Toe  ]h'iti^h  dominions  are  very  extensive,  including; 
Upper  and  J^owcr  (\'nuida,  Xova  Scotia,  New  Eruiis\vi«k, 
the  i^]and  of  Cape  Breton,  INcwi'oundland,  and  the  Ber- 
muda or  Somers' islands.  '    ^.    J    '  '^,    ,\    '^ 

Q.  Describe  the  climate  and  scil.       :'.;'*!'"''';,   '   : 

A.  The  climate  is  very  severe  the  greater  part  of  the 
year,  and  the  foil  mountainous  aud  barren,  but  abouiidii;ti 
with  lak^s,  riverLJ,  and  bays,  that  ulford  plenty  of  ti.-h. 
The  fur  trade  and  tisheries  vender  these  countries  valuable. 

Q.   What  is  the  population  of  British  America  ? 

A.  'ihf  population  of  the  vkhole  of  British  America  as 
abuve  described,  is  supjMjsed  to  amount  to  ahouJ  2,000,000. 

Q.  What  is  the  chief  city  ? 

A.   Quebec,  on  the  river  St.  La\vr<  iice. 
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Q.  ITow  fjir  is  Quebec  frcun  Luiidnn  ? 
A.  3l(il  iniies. 


» 
! 

• 

CHAPTER  L. 

Of  the  former  Spanish  South  America, 

Q.  "What  part  of  South  America  once  belonged  to 
Spain? 

,  A.  Terra  Firma,  Peru,  Chili,  and  Paraguay,  which 
produce  ^old,  silver,  jewels,  gums,  and  drugs,  and  the 
choicest  fruits. 

Q.  What  political  chani'-es  have  occurred,  and  what  are 
the  present  divisions  ? 

A.  Like  Mexico,  these  provinces  have  asserted  their 
indeppndence ;  and  are  now  divided  into  the  republics  of 
Colombia,  Peru,  Chili,  and  the  United  Provinces  of  Lu 
Plata.    '■f.Tr>r-.„  <•,,,.,  ...  ,      ,  ■ 

Q.  What  is  Colombia  ? 

A.  It  contains  the  N,  part  of  S<»uth  Ameri<:a.  The  cap- 
ital is  Boi^ota  ;  and  the  chief  ports,  Carthagena,  Caraccas, 
Panama,  and  Porto-Bello. 

Q.  Which  is  the  capit;d  of  Peru? 
,     A.  Lima.  ,   ^        ^ 

Q.  How  far  is  Lima  from  London  ?  ,        . 

A.  :)(>99  miles 

Q.  AVhat  are  the  chief  ports  of  Peru? 

A.   Callao  near  Lima,  Guyaquil,  and  Truxillo, 

Q.  What  does  Peru  chiefly  abound  hi? 

A.   G(»ld  and  silver  mines. 
,     Q.  AVhere  is  Chili,  and  what  is  its  capital? 

A.  Chili  is  to  the  S.  of  Peru.  Its  capital  is  St.  Jagn, 
and  its  <'hief  ports  Valparaiso  and  Concei)tion. 

Q.  What  aru  the  United  Provinces  of  La  Plata  ? 

A.  They  are  situated  between  Peru  and  Chili,  and  tlie 
Atlantic,  and  consist  of  Paraguay,  Huenos  Ayres,  &c. 

Q.  What  country  is  to  the  S.  of  them  ? 

A.   A  wibl  country  but  little  known,  cjilled  Patagonia. 

Q,  Wh:-it  is  the  ])is]>iilation  of  these  states  ? 

A.  Thirteen  millions.  ' 
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Vortuyncse  South  America^  or  Brazil,    **  . 

Q.  WliJit  country  formerly  belonged  to  tlie  Portugueb*!  ? 

A.  The  IJra/ils,  u  very  large  rouiitry,  behij^  the  eiustern 
part  of  South  Auuu'iea,  to  which  the  Portuguese  court 
removed  when  the  niother-couiiM'y  was  invaded  by  tho 
French.  , 

Q.  What  event  has  happened  since  ? 

A.  The  Brazilians,  in  1622,  declared  themselves  inde- 
pendent, and  proclaimed  the  eldest  son  of  their  iormerking 
emperor  of  Brazil. 

Q.  What  are  the  climate  and  soil  of  the  Brazils? 

A.  The  climate  is  in  general  temperate  and  healthful, 
and  the  soil  very  fertile,  so  far  as  the  couh.i^y  has  'jcen  dis- 
covered, for  the  inland  parts  are  but  little  knowi? , 

Q.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Brazilians? 

A.  Some  of  the  natives  arc  wild,  but  o.aers  are  klfid, 
tractable,  and  iiififenious. 

Q.  What  is  the  capital  of  Brazil  ?  ^         * 

A.  Rio  Janeiro. 

Q.  How  far  is  Uio  Janeiro  from  London  ? 

A.  5723  miles. 

Q.  What  is  tlie  population  of  the  empire  ? 

A.  Four  millions. 
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Of  the  West  Indies, 


^ 


Q.  What  is  meant  by  the  West  Indies?     '        "    , 

A.  A  certain  numb»?r  of  Islands  on  the  east  side  of 
America,  situated  near  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Q.  Which  are  the  principal  of  the  West  India  Islands  ? 

A,  The  principal  are  Cuba,  Hispaniola,  or  St.  Dominj,^o*, 
^Tamaica,  Porto  Rico,  Barbadoes,  Guadaloupe,  Martinico, 
Tubagi>,  St.   Christopher's,  Antigua,  BiU'buda,  Anguilla, 


*  Now  an  inilepen«lent  llepublic  of  Blacks,  cuIUkI  Hiiyti. 
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Dominica,  St.  Viii(!ent,  Grenada,  St.  Lucia,   with  several 
others  of  l(^s»  note.    ^  ryyW':h'\ .  ■  "■  •  tiV.  ■^■■}\\i''^\\\'X'\ 
o  Q.   Why  are  these  islands  called  the  IFest  Indies  9 

A.  They  are  so  called  from  the  followinjj  circumstance  : 
Christopher  Columbus,  the  discoverer  of  America,  proposed 
to  sail  to  the  East  Indies  by  a  western  course  ;  but, 
instead  of  reaching  As.ia,  he  fouiid  America  ;  still  he  was 
persuaded  that  those  islands  were  the  western  part  of 
India ;  and  before  a  sufficient  number  of  voyages  (;ould 
be  accompliahed  to  convince  him  of  his  error  he  died. 
From  this  mistaken  notion,  the  islands  acquired  the  name 
of  West  Indies  ;  besid.i,  to  go  to  them  from  England,  we 
must  sail  to  the  westward  ;  and  as  we  must  sail  to  the 
eastward  to  go  to  h\dia,  the  terms  East  and  West  Indies 
are  not  inapplicable.  ,  ,^\.l     ..   .    •' 

Q.  Are  there  any  other  islands  in  the  world  that  we 
have  not  mentioned  ? 

A.  There  are  many  other  islands  besides  those  already 
described ;  the  principal  are  New  Holland  *  (which  is 
larger  than  all  Europe  ,  Sardinia,  Sicily,  Corsi<a,  Ivica, 
Minorca,  Majorca,  Candia,  Cyprus,  lihodes.  New  Ni>r- 
folk,  New  Guinea,  Van  Dieman's  Land,  New  Britain, 
New  Zealand,  &c.,  and  those  of  the  Pacific,  viz.,  the 
Society  and  Friendly  isles,  with  Otaheite,  &c. 


i 


CHAPTER  Lin. 

Of  the  Earth! s  Roundness. 

Q.  It  is  mentioned  in  Chapter  I.  that  the  earth  is 
nearly  round  like  an  orange  ;  can  you  give  me  any  reason 
why  it  is  of  such  a  shape  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  because  no  other  figure  than  that  of  a  sphere 
could  produce  the  pleasing  and  regular  succession  of  day 
and  niifht,  and  the  variety  of  the  seasons.     ,«     t:    a  I    ,/. 
,>  Q.  What  is  meant  by  a  sphere  ?  :       '. 


,rii 
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*-  On  the  east  lie«  New  South  Wale".;  capital,  Svun<*v  ;  Bntanv 
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A.  The  earth  is  sometimes  called  a  sphere^  sometimes 
a  spherical  body,  and  sometime  a  (/lobular  body  :  but 
whether  we  use  the  terms  globular,  spheroids  sphere,  or 
spherical,  it  is  always  to  be  understood  as  a  globe  ;  that  is, 
a  circular  body,  which  these  terms  signify. 

Q.  How  is  the  earth  represented  by  geographers  ? 

A.  By  an  artificial  globe,  on  which  the  various  parts  of 
the  surface  of  the  earth  are  delineated  :  therefore  it  is  easy 
to  conceive,  that  if  a  map  of  the  world  be  accurately  drawn ' 
on  any  round  body  or  globe,  the  surface  of  that  globe  will 
represent  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
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CHAPTER  LIV. 


Proofs  of  the  Earth  being  round. 


i  0 


Q.  What  proofs  have  we  that  the  <,arth  is  spherical  9 

A.  From  viewing  distant  objects ;  for  instance,  a  ship 
going  out  to  sea  gradually  disappears  to  a  spectator  upon 
land,  and  the  last  part  of  the  ship  visible  is  the  top  of  the 
mast ;  on  the  contrary,  if  a  ship  be  advancing  towards  him, 
the  lop  of  the  mast  comes  first  into  sight,  then  the  shrouds, 
and  afterwards  the  hull ;  which  could  not  be  the  case  if 
the  earth  were  not  spherical.  On  a  plain  surface,  the 
largest  objects  are  seen  at  the  greatest  distance.     .    <; ; 

Q.  What  other  proof  have  we  ?    '■'     '^^  •   '       * 

A.  From  an  eclipse  of  the  moon  ;  for  the  shadow  of  the 
earth  on  the  moon  is  a,lways  circular  ;  which  could  not  be 
unless  the  earth  were  globular  ;  as  a  body  must  be  a  globe, 
which  in  all  situations  casts  a  circular  shadow. 

Q.  These  are  proofs,  certainly,  that  the  earth  must  be 
a  globe ;  but  how  is  the  earth  situated  relative  to  the 
heavenly  bodies  ?  what  supports  it  ?  and,  as  it  is  peopled 
on  all  sides,  why  do  its  iniiabitants  not  fall  from  their 
impending  situation  ?  .       .  * 
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A.  The  earth  U  situated  in  open  space,  renting  upon 
nothing,  but  supported  by  gravitation,  which  draws  ali 
terrestrial  bodies  towards  its  centre  ;  and  may  be  compared 
to  a  great  magnet  rolled  in  filings  of  steel ;  consequently 
there  is  no  danger  of  falling  from  any  one  side  of  the  earth. 

Q.  What  is  meant  by  gravitation  ? 

A.  Gravitation  is  a  law  in  nature,  which  all  bodies,  or 
particles  of  bodies  have,  of  tending  to  a  central  point  called 
the  centre  of  gravity. 
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CHAPTER  LV. 


Of  the  Difference  and  Distance  of  a  Mile  in  different 

Countries, 

Q.  Is  the  measurement  of  a  mile  the  same  in  every 
country. 

A.  No,  very  different;  for  the  English  mile  is  much 
leas  than  the  Indian ;  the  Indian  than  the  Spanish ;  the 
Spanish  than  the  German. 

Q.  What  is  an  English  statute  mile  ?  >    ' 

«  A.  An  English  statute  mile  consists  of  5280  feet,  or  1 760 
yards,  or  8  furlongs.  -* 

Q.  What  nations  agree  nearly  in  this  measure  ? 

A.  The  Turkish,  Italian,  and  old  Roman  lesser  mile, 
is  nearly  one  English. 

Q.  What  is  a  Russian  mile  ? 

A.  'V  *  y  little  more  than  ihree  quarters  of  an  English 
mile. 

Q.  What  is  an  Indian  mile ?       .,    .^ 

A.  Three  English  miles. 

Q.  What  is  a  Spanish,  Polish,  and  Dutch  mile. 

A.  About  three  miles  and  a  half  Englbh. 

Q.  What  Is  a  Scotch  and  Irish  mile  ? 

A.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  English. 

Q.  What  h  a  German  mile  ? 

A.  Little  more  than  four  English  miles* 
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Q.  Wliat  is  A  Swedish,  Danish,  and  Hungarian  mile  ? 
A.  From  five  to  nix.  EnglUh  mil«fi. 


)M 


CHAPTER  LV. 


11 


Of  the  Equator  t  ^c," 

Q.  What  is  the  equator,  and  why  is  it  so  called  ? 

A.  The  equator*  is  a  great  circle,  which  divides  the 
earth  into  two  equal  parts,  at  an  equal  distance  from  each 
pole ;  and  is  so  called,  because,  when  the  sun  is  in  this  cir* 
de,  the  days  and  nights  are  eq^ual  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth. 

Q.  Wliat  is  the  axis  of  the  earth  ? 

A.  An  imaginary  line,  on  which  it  turns  in  24  hours. 

Q.  What  are  the  poles? 

A.  The  poles  are  the  two  extremities  of  the  earth '9  axis, 
the  one  pole  called  north  and  the  other  south.  ^  These 
points  and  circles  are  only  imaginary.  '   ^*  v: 

Q.  Why  are  these  points  named  the  north  and  south 
poles  ? 

A.  Because  they  are  opposite  to  the  north  and  south 
parts  of  the  heavens, 

Q.  Of  what  use  is  the  equator  ? 

A.  All  parts  of  the  earth,  being  situated  north  or  south 
of  the  equator,  their  distance  north  or  south  from  this  cirek 
is  their  latitude. 

Q.  How  far  are  the  poles  from  the  equator  ? 

A.  Ninety  degrees,  which  is  the  fourth  part  of  a  circle, 
called  a  quadrant;  half  a  circle  is  180  degrees;  and  a 
whole  circle,  whether  great  or  small,  is  360  degrees. 

Q.  What  are  the  tropics  ? 


fi 


♦  TliB  Equator  in  sometimes  called  tJbe    Equinoctial  Line,  and 
lometimes  only  liie  lAne. 
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A.  Two  lesser  circles,  called  Ciuicer  and  Capricorn. 
The  tropic  ot  Cancer  is  2*3|  degrees  north  of  the  equator, 
and  the  tropic  of  Capricorn  23^  south  of  the  equator. 

Q.  What  are  the  polar  circles  ? 

A.  Two  lesser  circles,  called  Arctic  and  Antarctic ;  the 
arctic  or  north  pole  circle  is  66  degrees  from  the  equator, 
and  the  antarctic  or  south  polar  circle  is  the  same  distance 
south  of  the  equator.  The  polar  circles  are  also  23^  de- 
grees from  the  poles. 


I     ; 


CHAPTER  LVir.  .       »  < 

.l'      ii.'i    •! 


Of  the  Circles  of  the  Globe. 


Q.  What  names  are  given  to  those  lines  or  circles  that 
surround  the  globe  ? 

A.  The  principal  circles  which  surround  the  ^^lobe  are, 
the  equator,  the  ecliptic,  the  tropics,  the  polar  circles,  and 
the  meridians. 

Q.  What  is  the  ecliptic? 

A.  The  ecliptic  is  a  great  circle,  apparently  described  by 
the  sun  in  the  space  of  a  year.  It  surrounds  the  globe  be- 
tween the  two  tropics,  and  crosses  the  equator  at  two  op- 
posite points,  called  equinoctial  points.       .    . ,, , 

Q.  What  are  the  meridians  ? 

A.  All  lines  drawn  from  one  pole  to  the  other  are  called 
meridians.  When  the  sun  comes  to  the  meridian  of  a  place, 
it  is  then  noon  or  mid-day  at  that  place.  We  may  imagine 
as  many  meridians  as  we  please,  i'or  every  place  has  a 
meridian.  1'he  meridian  or  line  drawn  from  north  to 
south  over  Greenwich  is  called  the  first  meridian,  and  the 
longitude  of  places  is  reckoned  from  it  either  east  or  west. 

Q.  What  is  meant  by  the  horizon  ? 

A.  There  are  two  horizons ;  one  called  the  sensible  or 
vihible.  and  the  other  the  rational  horizon.     The  sensible 
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horizon  is  the  boundary  of  our  sight,  being  that  circle  where 
the  sky  and  earth  seem  to  meet.  The  rational  horizon 
cutH  the  earth  into  two  equal  parts,  and  is  parallel  to  the 
senHible  horizon.* 

Q.  What  are  the  poles  of  the  horizon  called  ? 

A.  The  Zenith  and  Nadir:  the  Zenith  point  is  that 
part  directly  over  head  j  and  the  Nadir  is  that  point  oppo- 
site to  it  under  our  feet. 

Q.  What  are  the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  horizon 
called  ? 

A.  North,  east,  south,  and  west. 

Q.  How  is  a  circle  divided  ? 

A.  All  circles  are  divided  into  360  parts,  called  degrees. 
The  half,  or  semicircle,  is  180  degrees;  the  quarter,  or 
quadrant,  is  90  degrees. 

Q.  How  is  a  degree  divided  ? 

A.  A  degree  is  divided  into  60  minutes,  and  every 
minute  into  60  seconds. 

Q.  How  many  kind  of  circles  are  there  ?  * '  nS ; 

A.  Two;  the  great  and  less  circles.  '    ^^    -*' 

Q.  What  is  a  ffveat  cirle  ? 

A.  A  great  circle  is  that  which  divides  the  earth  into 
two  equal  parts. 

Q.  What  is  a  less  circle  ? 

A.  A  less  circle  divides  the  earth  into  two  unequal  parts. 

Q.  What  is  the  admeasurement  of  a  degree  in  a  great 
circle?  ^  -.r 

A.  A  degree  in  a  great  circle  contains  60  geographical 
or  69i  English  miles,  but  the  admeasurement  of  a  less 
circle  varies  accordingly  as  it  approaches  towards  the  poles. 

Q.  What  is  a  mile  called  in  geography  ? 

A.   A  iAinute. 

Q.  H'*w  many  degrees  make  an  hour  of  time  ?       '  >     ' 

A.   Fiaeen. 
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*  The  broad  wooden. framo  which  supports  an  artificial  globe  r«- 
presents  the  rational  borixou. 
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,         C;1IAPTEK  LVIII.         , 

Of  Latitude  (ind  Longitude, 

Q.   How  arc  placs  u]M>ii  the  ♦virth  distiiii:ni>h(<l  ? 
A.    I?y  their  Nifuutioris,  which  are  obtaiiicd  hy  their  lati- 
tudi'  and  htii^itude. 

Q.  \A  hat  is  meant  hy  the  latitude  of  a  ph»ce  ? 
A.  Its  di?<tan«-e  nortli  and  Muith  tVoni  the  equator.  Tf 
it  he  on  tlie  north  s^idt*  ol"  the  equator,  it  is  said  to  be  in  the 
north  latitude;  if  on  the  south  ^ide,  in  south  latitude.  All 
places  on  the  earth  arc  either  in  north  or  .>outh  lati(u<l(', 
except  at  the  equator,  where  there  is  no  latitude,  because 
latitude  hei;ins  there. 

Q.   What  is  the  j^reatest  latitude  a  place  can  have  ? 
A.  Ninety  degrees,  and  there  are  only  two  ]>laces  that 
have  so  much,  which  an'  the  poles. 

Q.   What  are  the  juirallels  of  latitude  ? 
A.   Parallels  of  latitude  are  liaes  drawn  at  an  equal  dis- 
tance from  the  equator. 

Q.   How  is  the  latitude  <»f  a  place  found  ?  ,       , 

A.  Upon  a  globe  it  Is  found  by  turning  the  globe  round 
till  the  place  c(mies  under  the  brass  meridian  in  which  the 
globe  is  suspended,  which  shows  the  distance  fn>m  the 
ee  .ator.  But  upon  a  mnp  the  latitude  is  found  at  the 
f»i«h's ;  if  it  increases  upwards,  it  is  north;  if  downwards, 
it  iH  south. 

Q.   What  is  meant  hy  longitude? 

A.  Lon:.itudi'  is  the  di^tance  of  a  place  from  the  first 
meridian  ti>  the  east  or  west.  If  it  he  on  the  ea»t  sid»',  it 
is  east  loni;itude. 

Q.  What  is  the  jg^'eatest  lon;;itude  a  place  can  have? 
A.  One  huudr<Hl  and  eighty  degrees,  which  is  one  h:df 
ol"  the  circiuiifircnce  of  the  globe.  All  ph'^ces  are  i'ither  in 
eastern  or  western  longitude,  except  un(h  r  the  first  meri- 
dian, which  ha*,  no  longinule,  it  being  thf*re  where  l(»ngi- 
tude  begins.* 


*  The  de^r©*?-*  of  lnnq[Hiidp  Are  ri»»t  oqnal.  like  tho^f^  of  latih) 
but  (iiiiiixjiji  ill  |)ro{><iUion  a;^  tine  iiiLiiuiaitb  M<c|iMe  to\«Hr(l'>  tiie 
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Q.  How  is  lonj^ifudf!  found  ?  ■   - 

A.  Upon  a  globe  it  is  found  at  the  equator,  but  upon 
map  at  the  top  and  bottom.* 


CHAPTER  LIX. 

Of  the  Zones. 

Q.  What  are  Zones? 

A.  Certain   spaces  that  encompass   the   earth   like  a 

girdle. 

Q.  How  many  zones  are  there  ? 

A.  There  are  five  zones,  namely,  one  torrid,  two  tem- 
perate, and  two  frigid  or  frozen  zones. 

Q.  Where  is  the  torrid  zone,  and  why  is  it  so  called  ? 

A.  The  torrid  zone  includes  all  that  part  of  the  earth 
which  is  situated  between  the  tropics  ;  and  is  denominated 
torrid,  or  burning,  because  of  the  great  and  continual  heat 
oi'  the  sun,  under  whose  course  it  lies.  ,, ;  ,  ^^ 

Q.  Where  are  the  temperate  zones,  and  why  are  they 

so  called  ?.»... 

A.  The  temperate  zones  include  all  those  part^  of  the 
enrtli  which  are  situated  between  the  tropics  and  polar  cir- 
cles;  within  the  twi>  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  which 
reiidiM's  the  air  more  tempi-rate,  on  which  accou.it  these 
p,irts  are  much  more  im[jrr»v^ed. 

Q.   Where  are  the  frigid  zones  situated,  and  why  so  de- 

nominatt^d  ? 

A .  They  are  situated  between  the  polar  circles,  extending 


poloi.    Henco,  in  60  dpgr<*ps  of  latitude^  a  degree  of  longitude  is 
lalf  the  quantity  of  a  degree  upon  the  equator,  and  bo  in  {jio- 
ortion  for  the  rest. 

•  The  English  reckon  the  first  Meridian  from  Greenwich.    Other 
Jiatums  from  their  capitals.  ,     ,  .,  . 
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rmin'l  each  pole,  and  are  called  frigid  or  frosen,  from  flie 
rays  of  the  »an  falling  lo  very  obliquelj  on  thoae  parts, 
which  renders  it  exceMdvely  cold. 
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CHAPTER  LX. 


,  { 


A  general  Summary  of  all  the  Nations  itt  the  World, 
together  with  their  Chief  Cities^  their  Distance  from 
London^  and  the  ^'*umoer  of  Tnhnbitants  each  Nation 
contains. 

Q.  What  is  the  general  nummary  of    '  * 

/     '  EUROPE? 

Miles  from 


Nations. 

Inhabitants. 

Chief  (Tidies.     London. 

Sweden             H  ^'"' 

3  millions 

Storkhdlm 

895 

Ru88Ja*          :  »'  ♦> 

36  Tniltions 

Petersburgh 

1265 

Poland 

la^millions 

Wari*r 

f-iO 

Denmark 

3  millions 

Copenhagen 

5*'- 

Prussia            '^u\ 

10  millions 

Berlin 

6b. 

Netherlands 

6  millions 

Amsterdam 

20(> 

German  States  f 

25  millions 

Dresden 

590 

Austria       ,, 

28  millions 

Vienna 

780 

Turkey  t 

8  millions 

Constantinople 

1500 

France 

29  millions 

Paris 

210 

Switzerla»id 

2  millions 

Berne 

445 

Italy  and  Naples 

10  millions 

Rome 

863 

Portugal 

4  millionL. 

Li>bon 

1010 

Spain 

1 1  millions 

M-Jrid 

802 

Great  Britain  and 

Ireland 

16  n.illions 

London 

#  Russia  has  S,000,000  in  Asia. 

t  lacludJDg  the  population  of  Hanover,  Wirtemburg,  Saxony, 
and  Bavaria. 

X  Turkey  has  10,000,000  in  Asia,  and  2,500,000  iu  Kgypt,  making; 
iu  the  whole  20,500,000. 
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CHAPTER  LXI. 

1 

•1 

Q.  AVhat  is  the  general  summary  of      '^V-     ^              j 

ASIA?    •       •  .  ■•^^••'     /•■'""-■          ^-' 

'      '                      ,■•'•-'•! 

Mile$  from 

Nations. 

i  i  ■ 

Inhabitants,      Chief  Cities,     London.      >' 

i  1 

Turkey 

10  millions 

Aleppo 

2980 

Russia 

5  millions 

Astracan 

2149     \: 

Clhina 

1 50  millions 

Pekiu 

4999       ^  1 

Tonquin 

21  millions 

Bnkru 

Japan      ■•■.'yfp. 

30  millions 

Jeddo 

5942 

Binnan  Empire 

17  millions 

Ava  ■■;-■'      '  .^ 

5346 

Siam  .  M    'Ui  , 

8  millions 

Siam      «          *■ 

5560 

IliiMlostan   ^^rtli 

85  millions 

Calcutta       U;h 

4928 

Persia          .  < .  . 

10  millions 

Ispahan 

2951  j 
3127  ! 
2988          ' 

'lartary 

lO^nillions 

Samarcand 

Arabia       i»  ^  i  ' 

iO  millions 

Mecca 
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Nations. 


Q.  AViiAT  is  the  general  summary  of     7/    .. 

■  -'AMERICA?  — ^     -  ■•     -   '^  •'  ■ 

"V    *  '  Miles fom 

Inhabitants,      Chief  Cities.     London. 


'»(  I     \i  "ii 


('  • 


United  States 
Columbia  Peru, 
La  Plata,  &c. 
British  Dominions 


**    llillllUllS 


XViU    UcftllVIt 


I 


10  millions 

Washington 

36*58 

i 

i',  ■■•  .  '»  ■  ■ 
13  millions 
2  millions 

Lima     r,  ,     ,., 
Quebec       .  .<  ■ 

5699 
3161 
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CHAPTER   LXIir. 

Q.   What  is  the  general  summary  of 
AFRICA  ? 


Nations. 

Abysbinia 

Egypt 

Morocco,  Fez,  &c. 

Algiers 

Tunis 

Tripoli 


Inhabitants. 

2  millions 
2^millions 
15  millions 
^  million 
4  million 
^  million 


Mihs  from 

Chief  Cities.  London. 

Gondar  3376 

Cairo  2183 

Morocco  1459 

Algiers  1107 

Tunis  1141 

Tripoli  1450 


)  !t 


) 

1. 

2. 

8. 

4. 

5. 

k 

6. 

i. 

7. 

\' 

8. 

: 

9. 

10. 

• 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

.' 

18. 

! 

19. 

20. 

k 

21. 

22. 

Questions  on  Europe, 

What  is  tKe  nai  "^  of  the  chief  city  of  Sweden  ? 

What  i'  the  population  of  Sweden  ? 

What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Russia  ? 

What  is  the  population  of  European  Russia  ? 

What  is  the  name  of  the  chief  city  of  Denmark  ? 

What  is  the  population  of  Denmark  ? 

What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Prussia  ? 

What  is  the  population  of  Prussia  ? 

What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Holland,  &c.  ? 

What  is  the  population  of  Holland,  &c. 

What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  the  German 

States  ? 
What  is  the  population  of  the  German  States  ? 
What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Austria  ? 
What  is  the  population  of  Austria  ? 
What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Turkey  ? 
What  is  the  population  of  European  Turkey  ? 
What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  France  ? 
Whit  is  the  population  of  France  ? 
What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Switzerland  ? 
What  is  the  population  of  Switzr?'  nd  ? 
What  is  the  name  of  the  m^'r.  x>Ii«s  of  I*aly  ? 
What  is  the  population  of  It^w' 
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23.  W)iat  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Portu^aJ  ? 

24.  What  in  the  population  of  Portugal  ? 

25.  What  is  the  imme  of  the  metropolis  of  Spain  ? 

26.  What  is  the  population  of  Spain  ? 

27.  What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  England  ? 

28.  What  is  the  population  of  the  British  Isles  ? 

Questions  on  Asia. 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6, 

i  . 

9. 


name  of  the  metropolis  of  Asiatic  Turkey  ? 

population  of  Asiatic  Turkey  ? 

name  of  the  metropolis  of  Asiatic  Russia? 

population  of  Asiatic  Russia  ? 

name  of  the  metropolis  of  China  ? 

population  of  China  ? 

name  of  the  metropolis  of  Japan  ? 

population  of  Japan  ? 

name  of  the  metropolis  of  tha  Birman 

population  of  the  Birman  Empire  ? 

name  of  the  metropolis  of  Siam  ? 

population  of  Siam  ? 

name  of  the  metropolis  of  Hindostan  f 

population  of  Hindostan  ? 

name  of  the  metropolis  of  Persia  f 

population  of  Persia  f 

name  of  the  metropolis  of  Tartary  f 

population  of  Tartary  9 

name  of  the  metropolis  of  Arabia  f 

population  of  Arabia  9 

Questions  on  America. 

1.  What  is  lh6  name  of  the  metropolis  of  the  United 

States  9 

2.  What  is  the  population  of  the  United  States  9 

3.  What  are  their  capital  and  chief  ports  9 

4.  What  were  the  Spanish  dominions  in  North  America  9 

6.  What  changes  have  taken  place  ? 

C.  What  new  states  are  there  in  South  America  9 

7.  AVhat  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  th«   British 

possessions  in  North  Amerira  ? 


What  Is  the 
What  is  the 
What  is  the 
What  is  the 
What  is  the 
What  is  the 
What  is  the 
What  is  the 
What  is  the 
Empire  ? 
10.  What  is  the 
U.  AVhatisthe 
12.  What  is  the 
\^.  What  is  the 

14.  What  is  the 

15.  What  is  the 

16.  What  is  the 

17.  What  is  the 

18.  What  is  the 

19.  What  is  the 

20.  What  is  the 
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8.  What  is  the  population  ?  .    • 

9.  What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Brazil  ?    '' 
10.  AVhat  is  the  population  ?  •'  ' 

Questions  on  Africa.  .■        .       / 

1.  What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Abyssinia  f 

2.  What  is  the  population  9 

3.  What  is  the  name  of  the  melropolis  of  Egypt  ? 

4.  What  is  the  population  9 

6.  What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Morocco  ? 

6.  What  is  the  population  9 

7.  What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Algiers  ? 

8.  What  is  the  population  ? 

9.  What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Tunis  ? 

10.  What  is  the  population  ? 

1 1.  What  is  the  name  of  the  metropolis  of  Tripoli  ? 

12.  What  is  the  population  ?  ' 

Questions  on  the  Distances  of  the  different  Cities  from 

London. 

1 .  How  far  from  London  is  Stockholm  ? — Cop?  nhageri  f 
— and  Petersburgh  ? 

2.  How  far  from  London  is  Berlin?. — Amsterdam?-— 
Dresden  ? — Vienna  ? — Constantinople  ? — Paris  9 — Berne  :<^ 
— Rome  9 — Lisbon  9 — and  Madrid  9 

3.  How  far  from  London  is  Aleppo  9 — Astraoan  ? — 
Pekin  9 — Jedde? — Ava? — Siam ? — Calcutta? — Ispahan? 
— Samarcand  ?— and  Mecca  ? 

4.  How  far  from  London  is  W^ashington  ? — Qutbec? — 
Lima  ? — and  Rio  Janeiro  ? 

6.  How  far  from  London  is  Gondar  ? — Grand  Caito  ? 
*4|-Morocco? — Algiers? — Tunis? — and  Tripoli  ? 
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